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ing Congress, at any time hereafter, to aller or re- 


Wipe SPEAKER overruled the point of order of 


TH. 
Me SMITH of Virginia then moved to lay the 


resolution on the table. ; 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 

ays; Which being ordered, the question was taken, 
snd the motion was rejected—yeas 72, nays 89. 
go tbe resolution was not laid on the table. 
Te question then recurred, ‘Strall this joint reso- 
Igtion be rejected?” and the yeas and nays bav- 
ing been ordered, the question was taken, under the 
ration of the previous question, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 77, nays.92. ; 


yEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beesen, Bidlack, Brew- 
Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Buike, William O. 
er, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Damel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, John C. Edwards, Eg- 
nG. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gil- 
mer William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Hopkins, 
Houston, Alubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave John- 
wo, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Linn, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, New- 
Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reed, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shaw, 
Shields, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, Trott, 
Torney, Van Buren, Wallace, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
and John Young—77. or 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Blair, Borden, Botts, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbel!, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Crawford, Cushing, Garrett Davis, De- 
berry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas 
fF, Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Halsted, teary, Howard, 
Hludeon, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, I. D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, 
Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, 
Pope, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, Alexanjer Randall, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Salton- 
gall, Shepperd, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H,. 





lee 0 Ruart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompeon, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
on th Trumbull, Underwood, Washington, Edward D, White, Joseph 
‘ee L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher HM. Williams, 
An ad Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, and Augustus 
mend Young—92. 
on i So the bill was not rejected. 
i Mr. ATHERTON then offered the following 
M amendment: 
And be it further resolved, That all the stockholders, and all 
who may become stockholders. in said banks, shall be liable in 
tes their individual and private capacity, as copartners, for the debts 


and liabilities of the banks in which they are respectively stock- 
holders, accruing during the time when they are stockholders 
insaid banks. 

Mr. A. said this amendment involved important 
principles; and had it been generally adopted in the 
legislation of the people of this country with re- 
gard to banks, many evils, frauds, and disasters 
would have been prevented. Nothing was so cer- 
tainas thatthe only way to prevent the misman- 
agement of money, was to make those who were 
interested liable for the misdeeds of their agents. 
The principle of an individual liability had gen- 
erally been adopted in England, where associated 
Wealth was generally allowed greater privileges than 
in this country; and he could not see why it should 
not be generally adopted here, where the privileges 


of the people were so mnch more numerous and 
enlarged. 





not t With regard to the banks of the District of Co- 
rat, GE lumbia, let it be admitted that it was expedient to 
techarter them: did it follow that such a step was 
See «becessary at this time? It would, he thought, be 
uesio@ setting a bad example, to recharter these institu: 
lions, without inquiring into their past conduct and 
| of OME their present condition. No report whatever had 
al been submitted showing their liabilities, their capi- 
nme lal stock, whether they had always redeemed their 
of bills, and how they had been generally managed. 
tion ¢ OW was this bill brought before the present Con- 
gress} Not-until the three last days of its session, 
ihe ee When there could not be sufficient time allowed to 
was di bate its provisions. Why the necessity of re- 
; “* hues these banks at all the present session, 
b\ 


their charters did not expire until July, 1844? 











Woy not leave it to the next Congress, who would 
have sufficient time ™ examine into the matter 
without baste, and thoroughly find out the condition 
of those banks? He wished to know if the banks 
shrunk from investigation. If they did, it was but 
a poor argument why Congress, as the guardians 
of public rights, should recharter them, and give 
into their desires. 

Mr. WELLER opposed the resolution; and en- 
tered into a detailed statement of the pretences un- 
der which the various extensions of the charters of 
these banks had been made since 1836—the most 
prominent being that they wanted time to wind up 
their affairs. He also alleged against them a vio- 
lation or evasion of the corditions on which their 
charters were extended, and the purchase, by their 
officers, cf their own depreciated paper and stock— 
thereby committing flagrant wrongs on widows 
and orphans, vnvectapined means were thus in- 
vested. And he as if such conduct was to be 
justified by this House? and whether this resolution 
was thus to be passed through the House by a spe- 
cies of legerdemain,g@by which the rules of the 
House were evaded? He called the attention of 
the House to the fact, that the next Congress would 
be in session on the 4th December rext. whereas 
the charters of these banks would not expire until 
the succeeding July. If, then, there was good rea- 
son to extend these charters, he thought it should be 
left to the next Congress to judge. of that reason 
and that necessity; and that this Congress should 
not anticipate the legislation of iis suecessor—es 
pecially if it were done from a fear that the next 
Congress would not extend the charters on the 
same terms as this Congress was willing to do. 

Mr. FILLMORE rese and inquired if the morn- 
ing hour had not expired? 

The SPEAKER replied that it had. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. WELLER said he was desirous to offer a 
few remarks on the amendment which had been 
submitted. 

The SPEAKER replied that the orders of the 
day had been called for. 

Mr. WELLER then observed that he supposed 
he should have the floor to-morrow. 


The SPEAKER replied that he would, during 
the morning hour. 


TWO HUNDRED MILLION NATIONAL 
* STOCK. 


Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw his demand for the 
orders of the day, to allow him to make a report. 

Mr. FILLMORE said be would consent to the 
presentation of any reports which would not lead 
to any debate. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then rose to present a 
report from the select committee appointed to con- 
sider the memorials on the subject of issuing 
$200,000,000 of national stock; and he was pro- 
ceeding to make some explanatory statements, 
when 

Mr. PICKENS said he should object, if this sub- 
ject was to give rise to debate at this late period of 
the session. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON then submitted his re- 
port, and moved that it be printed. The report 
concluded with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it ie expedient to employ the credit of the 
Government of the United States for the relief of the States, to 
the extent prayed for by the memorialists, 

Resolved, That committee be instructed to prepare 
and report a bill accordingly. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL begged permission to 
offer a resolution in connexion with the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland, to direct the priat- 
ing of 5,000 extra copies of both the report of 
the gentleman from Maryland, and the report 
some time since made on the same subject by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON heped the gentleman 
feom Pennsylvania would allow the question first 
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t» be taken on the simple proposition to print the 
usual number. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had a resolution which 
he wished to offer as a substitute for the resolution 


of the gentleman from Maryland. It was as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, That the repudiation, by any State of this Union, 
of any debt to foreigners, contracted by authority of the Legis- 
lature of the said State, is a violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, in the first paragraph of the tenth section of the 
first article, which provides that no State shall pass apy law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts. 

Resolved, That if any State of this Union shall, by or in con- 
sequence of such repudiation, involve herselfin war with any 
foreign power, the Congress of the United States has no power 
to involve them, or any other of the States of this Union, or the 
peeple thereof, in such war. 

Resolved, That in the event of such war, the State involving 
herself therein, will cease thereby to be a State of this Union, 
and will have no right or claim to aid in her defence from the 
United States, or any of them. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON again appealed to gen- 
tlemen to allow the vote to be taken on the ques- 
tion of printing. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL pressed his motion to 
print extra numbers of the two reports desig- 
nated, 

Mr. TURNEY objected. 

The SPEAKER said, as cbjection was made, 
the motion would have to go over. 

Mr. J.R INGERSOLL moved a suspension of 
the rules. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

The SPEAKER explained to the gentleman 
from Massachusetis that the gentleman from 
Maryland did not ask for the consideration of 
his resolutions at this time, but merely the printing 
of the report. 

The previous question was moved on the ques- 
tion of printing, and it was sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN called for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to print the amendment. 

Some irregular conversation ensucd, and the 
reading of Mr. Apams’s amendment was again 
called for, and read accordingly. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL wished to offer an 
amendment, but it was ruled out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the House wonld not be 
afraid to express its opinions. 

Mr. C. BROWN asked if it would be in order to 
move that all the schemes be rejected. 

The SPEAKER said, No; but a motion to lay 
on the table would bein order. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

This motion was followed by considerable con- 
fusion in all parts of the hall; and various gentle- 
men rose to questions of order, 

Mr. J. THOMPSON inquired what would be 
the effect of withdrawing the motion to lay on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER said it would bring the House 
to a vote on the motion to print the substitate of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. J. THOMPSON then withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

The question was taken on the motion to print 
the substitute above mentioned, and decided in the 
negative—yeas 72, nays 108, as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W: Andrews, 8. J 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Biair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jere. Brown, Bur- 
nell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, James Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, Joho Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gid- 
dings, Gogein, Granger, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James, Wm. Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Linn, McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Morgan, Mor- 
ris, Morrow, Osborne, Pendleton, Pope, Benjamin Randall, 
Alexander Randall, wee ge Rodney, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Stanly, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Christopher H, Williams, and Winthrop—7z. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bid 
lack, Birdseye, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, Wm. O.Butler, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 


Cowen, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson fy 
Doan, Dvig, John C, Edwards, Egbert, John G. FI . 
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A. Floyd, Fernance, Gerry, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Gwin, Harris, Haetings, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingerso!!, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones 
Isaac D. Jones, Andrew Rennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 


McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Join J. Mason, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Owsiey, Parmenter, Payne, 


Pickens, Plumer, Powel!, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riges, Roosevelt, Sanford, sauaders, Sewell, Shaw, Wijliam 
smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Biokely, Alex. H. H. Stuart, 
rumter, Taliaferro, John J. Thompson,’Triplett, Trotu, Un- 
lerwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Watter- 
von, Wéller and Westbrook—108, 


Mr. BRIGGS then moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table; which motion was agreed to. 


JONATHAN ROBERTS. 


Mr. TOLAND, from the Select Committee on 
the case of Jonathan Roberts, late collector of the 
port of Philadelphia, made a report, accompanied 
by a resolution that the committee be discharged 
trom the further consideration of the subject. 

The report was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed, and the resol\ution agreed to, 

Mr. GILMER rose and asked jeave to withdraw 
a motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House bad passed a bill granting a section of land 
to the town of Fair Play, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin. The effect of the withdrawal of the mo- 
tion is to send the bill to the Senate. 

Mr. SLADE asked leave to present certain reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Vermont. 

Objections being mace, 

Mr. SLADE moved the suspension of the rules; 
but the motion was rejecied. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, to which had been refer- 
red the bill from the Senate for the relief of Joseph 
Bryan, reported the same without amendment. 

SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS, 


Mr. WM. 0. BUTLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which had been referred the 
mil from the Senate to repeal certain parts of the 
act ‘for the organization of the army and for other 
purposes,” approved 231 Angust, 1842, reported 
the same without amendment}. 

Mr. WM. 0. BUTLER then moved that the 
hill be put upoa its passage, and moved the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the bill would not pass. It 
swept away all the reform that was made in this 
branch of the service at the last session. 


The SPEAKER reminied the gentleman from 
Massachuselts tha!, the previous question having 
been called for, debate was not in order. 

Mr, BRIGGS suggesied that, as the bill contem- 
plated new appropriations, it must be considered in 
Commitice of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said that it would be necessary 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER accordingly moved that 
the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
cn the State of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to jay it on the table; and, 
on this question, he ca!led for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, 

On taking the question, it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 63, nays 114. 

The question was then put on referring the bill 
to the Committee of the Wkole on the state of the 
Union, and decided in the affirmative, without a 
division. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, asked leave to report the bill from the Sen- 
ate to authorize the States of Missouri, Louisiana, 
and Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the 
validity of their claims. 

Objections being made by several— 

Mr. MOORE moved the suspension of the rules; 
but the motion was negatived. 


CODE FOR THE NAVY. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a joiat resolution, providing that the 
code of rules and regulations for the government of 
the navy of the United States, prepared by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy and the Attorney General, un- 
der the resolution of the last session, be submitted 
to Congress at its next session; and that, until then, 
said code shall be put in operation, and printed, 
for the use of the navy. 

Objecied to by several, and not received. 


Con 


“ Mr. GRAHAM moved that the Honte resolve 
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LIVE OAK. 
itself in‘o Commitee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill to protect the live-oak 
timber of the United States in Florida; but the mo- 
tion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CARUTHERS, oa leave, introduced a joint 
resolution to correct a mistake in the bill for the 
relief of Thomas King, directing the Secretary of 
War, and not the Commissioner of Pensions, to 
place his name on the pension roll. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
navy appropriation bill, which had ceme back from 
the Senate with the action of that body on the 
amendments there 0. 

The Senate had concurred in all the amendments 
save the one in relation to the Brooklyn dry-dock; 
and the question came up in the House on receding 
from its amendment in that respect. 

Mr. WISE hoped the House would recede, so 
that the House and the Senate might concur, and 
the bill be passed. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped ui the House would 
not recede; and he went on to give his reasons for 
desiring the House to parsue thatcourse. Hecon- 
cluded by moving the previous question; which was 
sustained by the House. : 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN called for the yeas and 
nays On the question of receding; and, being order- 
ed, they resuited thus: Yeas 78, nays 98. 

Mr. WISE then moved the appointment of a 
committee of conference; which was agreed te. 

The House then took up several bills, which bad 
come from the Senate with various amendments— 
the whole of which were concurred in. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGES. 


The bill from the Senate entitled “An act to re- 
duce the rates of postages,”’ was read twice. 

Mr. BRIGGS offered the following amendment: 

Strike out the first section of the bill, and insert, 
in lieu thereof, the following: 


TT 


ee 


On all letters weighing not more than one-quarter of an 
ounce, avoirdupois, tor any distance not exceeding fifty miles, 
five cents. 

On all letters for any distance over fifty miles, ten cents. 

On all letters weighing more than one-quarter, and not over 
one-half ounce, double the above rates; and the same rates of 
postag’ for every additional quarter of an ounce weight on all 
letters weighing more than half an ounce. 

Onall drop-letters, fi 


ee as 


privilege of franking, or receiving free of postage, any letters, 
packets, or papers of any kind, to members of Congress, the 
Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Untied States, and to any and all other persons, ex- 
cepting the President, ex-Presidents, and widows of persons 
who have been Presidents of the United States, and excepting, 
also, the Postmaster General, the Assistant Postmasters Gener- 
al, and the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Depart- 
ment, be, and the same are hereby, repealed: Provided, how- 
ever, That the privilege of franking and receiving letters, pa- 
pers, and packets, free of postage, granted to the Postmaster 
General, the Assistant Postmasters General, and to the Auditor 
of the Treasury for the Pust Office Department, shall extend 
to such matters only as relate to thg business of their offices. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the first day of January next, the postage on all letters, papers, 
and packets, that may be lawfully sent by mail, received by or 
directed to the members of either House of Congress, during the 
sessions thereof, and the postage on all letters, papers, and 
packets, that may be lawfully sent by mail, received by the 
Secretary of the Senateor the Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, relating to the business of the 
office of the said Secretary or Clerk, shall be paid out of the 
contingent funds of the respective Houses, 


Mr. B. addressed the House at length in support 
of his amendment. 


Mr. HOPKINS replied to Mr. Bricas, expressing 
his objeciions to the amendments of the latter. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question; and it 
was sustained by the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the bill and the 
amendments on the table, 

On this motion tellers were called for and ap- 
pointed; and they reported 76 in the affirmative. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays; and, 
as they were ordered, the count by tellers was sus- 
pended. The yeas and nays were then taken as 
follows: yeas 62, nays 91. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of the 
amendments; and they were read accordingly. 

The question was then taken on the first division 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr, Brices,}] by which letters are to be 
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ive cents, 
Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the firat day of January next, all existing laws granting the 
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charged—for 50 miles or under, 5 cents: over & 
miles, 10 cents, &c. ' i 
Say amendment was agreed to—yeas gg 

The question recurred on the second ¢ 
the amendmant—i. e. that which prohibi: 
its the franking privilege, except in ceriain Cases 

This portion of the amendment was rejecie. 
yeas 73, nays 83. oe 

The quéstion recurred on the third diy 
the amendment, which provides for the 
of the postage of members of Congress on letiers 
addressed to them on public business, out of the 
contingent fand of the House; and, on taking the 
question, the amendment was rejected without g 
division. 

big question coming up on the passage of the 
bill— 

Mr. RHETT moved to lay it on the table; which 
motion was rejec'ed—yeas 57, pays 80. 

The bill was then passed, under the operation of 
the previous question. 

Mr. WISE then rose and stated that the Senate 
had taken a recess until 6 o’clock, and he wished 
to move that the House take a recess also, [It 
was now half-past 4 o’clock. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the House 
should dispose of some Executive messages, which 
were on the table of the Speaker. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the House would go 
on with the business in order; for they would not 
be able to do any business after a recess. He ob- 
jected to everything but the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. WELLER was vnderstocd to move that 
some particular bill be taken up; but it was not 
agreed to, nor was the title of the bill heard. Great 
confusion ensued, the prevailing object being to 
avoid a recess. Ultimately, the House took up 
some bills which had come with amendments made 
therein by the Senate, with which the House con- 
curred. They were as follows: 

An act for the better protection of the lives of 
passengers by vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam. 

An act reorganizing the General Land Office. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had received a letter 
from the chairman of the Committee on Finance of 
the Senate, informing him that the Senate had 
taken a recess untjl six o’clock; and that, as several 
very important appropriation bills were still to be 
acted upon, it would be necessary to hold a night 
session. Under these circumstances, he intimated 
his wish that the House should take a recess. 

{Loud cries of ‘‘No—no recess.”} 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired a joint resolution 
to be first acted upon, which had come from the 
Senate, for the suspension of the 16:h joint rule of 
the two Houses, to permit certain specified bills to 
be transmitted from the Senate to the House. On 
this subject he moved the previous question. 


Mr. READ moved oane the resolution on the 
table, and on this he called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 78, nays 81. 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the House adjourn. 
(5 o’clock.) 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped that the House would 
not adjourn, inasmuch as, by the joint rules of the 
two Houses, this was the last day on which bills 
could be sent to the President. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
t acjourn. The result was—yeas 64, nays 92. 

So the House refused to adjoura. ; 

Mr. WELLER moved that there be a call o 
the House. 

The yeas and nays were taken on this mouod, 
and resulted—yeas 62, nays 85. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK objected, that the motion was 
not in order till there had been some business a 
tion of the House. 7 

The SPEAKER cverruled the point of order, 
saying that there had been a motion for a call © 
the House, and the question was taken on it. 


» Days 
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Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas a4 
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on the adjournment; which were ordered, and 
resulted jn yeas 75, nays Te: : 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring On the resolution, 

r, FURNEY moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted that the motion was 

pot in order, as there had already been a similar 
‘9 made and rejected, while no business had 
peel done since. 

ur. C. W. WILLIAMS appealed to the friends 
of the resolution to withdraw from it the obnoxious 
peasures, as it was evident they stopped all the 

iness of the Hous*. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that if it was the 
isiention of gentiemen to pass through, at this late 
your, this Massachusetts claim which had been de- 
feated for twenty-five years, Without a word of de- 
pate or explanation—— 

(Loud cries of “Order, order,” drowning the rest 
of the sentence. | 

Toe SPEAKER here decided upon Mr. Fitt- 
yore’s point of order, overruling it on the ground 
iat the right to make this motion at any time was 
egential to the business of the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed. 

wr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved that the House re- 
give itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS asked if it would be in 
oder to move to lay the resolution on the table. 
(Loud cries of ‘There is a question of order.” 

Mr. SAMSON MASON asked if it would be in 
oder to move to go into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that it 


would. 

Mr. S. MASON said he wished to move that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the bill 
concerning the regiment of dragoons. 

Mr. FILLMORE requeste:| the gentleman who 
moved the previous question on the joint resolu- 
tion from the Senate, to withdraw his motion, so 
that any bill mentioned in the list appended there- 
wo, if objectionable, might be excepted and stricken 
out; and that the rest might then be acted upon. 
(Cries of * Strike out the bank bill, and the other 
can pass; or they will all be lost together.”’] 

The SPEAKER suggested that there were three 
propositions in the resolution; on each of which a 
distinct vote might be called for. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested that a dis- 
linet vote be taken on each bill mentioned in the 
jist from the Senate. 

{Loud cries of ‘-[t cannot be done.”’} 

Mr. FILLMORE, (despondingly.) Well, there 
sno other way, then, I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

7 cries of ‘“The yeas and nays,” and laugh- 
ler. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the appeal 
on the table. 

[Cries of ‘The yeas and nays,” and great con- 
fasion. } 

Mr.CAVE JOHNSON said, if they were to be 
compelled to act upon bills of so much importance, 
both to the House and to the country, without any 
opportunity for a single word of debate, and with- 
out an opportunity to inquire into the goodness or 
badness of these banks, or the justice or injustice 
of extending their charters— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to a question of or- 
- Receive the bills, (he said,) and. then discuss 

em, 

Mr.CAVE JOHNSON. Why, you will not al- 
low discussion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. You do not know. [Great 
confusion—the SPEAKER beating with his mallet on 
_ desk, and londly calling the gentiemen to 
irder. 

The SPEAKER said the only question before 
he House was, “Shall the decision of the Chair 
‘and as the judgment of the House?” and not the 
tank bills. It was simply a question of Is the 
Chair right or wrong?” 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON . asked to be excused 
{om voting on that question. [Loud cries of “Yeas 
and nays on that,” and laughter. } 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS said he had moved, 
‘ome time ago, that the House resolve itself into 
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Comm tiee of the Whole. 
and nays on that.”*} 

Mr. BOTTS rose and moved an adjournment. 

Mc. L. W ANDREWS demanded the yeas and 
nays; but 24 gentlemen rose in favor of the mo- 
tion. Tellers were demanded on taking the 3 eas 
and nays, and they were ordered; and Messrs 
Catnoun and WELLER were appointed. The yeas 
and nays were ordered and taken. 

Mr BOTTS rove before the decision was an- 
nounced, and said that he had learned that, if the 
House adjourned, it was likely that the civil and 
diplomatic bill would be lost: he should therefore 
change his vote, No. [A voice was heard to say— 
“Why, then, you vote against your own motion,” 
and laughter 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote to be 
83 in the affirmative, and 86 in the negative. The 
motion was, therefore, not carried. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved that the House 
go into committee. 


[Cries cof —“The yeas 


Mr. FILLMORE rose and expressed the hope | 


that the matter in hand would be dropped, rather 
than risk the defeat gi the three appropriation bills 
which were pending re the two Houces. 
had just returned from the Senate, where he was 
informed by the chairman of the Finance Co.n- 


mittee that the civil apd diplomatic appropriation | 


He | 


bill had not been disPosed of in that body, and the | 


enrolling of which bill would require ten to twelve 
hours. He, thrrefore, urged that it was indispen- 
sably necessary to pass that bill to-night. 

Mr. ADAMS made an inquiry as to the effect. 
of adjourning, and Mr. FILLMORE replied; but 
none of the conversation was heard above the sur- 
rounding noise. 


Mr. GILMER rose to make aginquiry. He 


wished to know whether it required a suspension | 
of the 16th joint rule in order to act upon the | 


bills which had been sent to the Senate, but 
amended in that body. 

The SPEAKER said, No. 

Mr. GILMER. Then the objection of the gen- 
‘leman from New York [Mr. Fittmore] falls to 
the ground. 

The SPEAKER then observed to the gentleman 
from New York that he was informed by the Clerk 
that the appropriation bills were already enrolled, 
and it would be only necessary to add te them such 


| amendments as should be adopted by the Senate. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he had his information 
from the chairman of the Finance Committee. 
would inquire whether the Speaker did not mean 
to say engrossed. 

The SPEAKER said he was informed, upon 
specific inquiry, that the bills were enrolled. 


The Senate announced their disagreement to the | 


amendment of the House to the bill for the reduc- 
tion of postages. 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were taken, and resulted—yeas 89, 
nays 76. 

So the Houre, at seven minutes before 7, ad- 
journed. 

IN SENATE, 
Faipay, March 3, 1843. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the House bill to authorize 
the settlement of the accounts between the United 
States and Richard M. Carter, reported the same 
back, with a recommendation that it be indefinitely 
postponed; and, 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the above bill was taken up 
as in committee of the whole, and indefinite by 
postponed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee, reported 
back, with amendments, the bill from the House 
concerning money received by certain public 
officers before they can be disbursed, and for other 
purposes. Mr. E. said, though the committee had 
recommended amendments, they could not recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. On his motion, the 
bill was then taken up as in committee of the whole, 
and indefinitely postponed. 


He | 


| 
} 
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Mr. BATES, {rom the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Samuel 
C. Mabson and Jacob Rose, The repors were 
concurred in by the Senate. 

The House bill making appropriation to test the 
plan for electro-magnetic telegraphs, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a_ petition from 
James P. Allen, and other citizens of the United 
States, and a petition from a number of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying the issue of Governmen' 
stock, based on the public domain; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the adverse re- 
ports of the Committee on Naval Affairs on the pe 
titions of Benjamin Franklin and Charles L. Wil- 
liamson, were taken up and concurred in. 

Mr. BAYARD, from thé Committee on Naval 
Affairs, sabmitted a communication from William 
W. Hunter, of the United States navy, in relation 
to war steamers; which, on his motion, was order- 
ed to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the vote on the 
adoption of the resolution below was reconsidered, 
viz.: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to ascer- 
tain, and report atthe next session ef Congress, the value and 
extent of the claims of the Western Cherokees upon the United 
Siates, growing out of their treaty stipulations. 

Mr. S. then moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding the following, viz: 

That is to say, that portion of the Cherokees known and de- 
signated as the old sestiers west of the Arkansas; whiclfclaims 
are set forth in their memorial of the 16th April, 1842, signed 
John Rodgers, and others. 

The amendment was agreed tc; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was then adopted. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Evans on yes- 
terday, proposing to suspend the 16h joint rale, 
to permit certain bills to be sent to the other House, 
was taken up; and, after being amended, on his 
motion, to suspend the 17th joint rule so far as to 





| allow all bills and resolutions which were passed 


yesterday, and those which might pass to-day, to 


| be presented to the President for approval, it was 


adopted. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider, as in committee of the whole, the bill for the 
relief of George E. Johnson. After afew remarks 
by Messrs. WHITE, EVANS, and MOREHEAD, 
the bill was amended, on the motion of Mr. 
EVANS. There being no further amendment, it 
was reported to the Senate, read the third time, and 
finally passed, as amended. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 


| Commerce, to which was referred the bill from the 
| House to repeal an act entitled “An act to extend 


the collection district of Wiscasset,” reported the 
same back without amendment, and with a recom- 


| mendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 


This bill was then taken up, as in committee 
of the whole, on the question of indefinite post- 
ponement; and, after a few remarks by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, KING, EVANS, WOODBRIDGE, 
and HUNTINGTON, the vote was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative. There being no proposition 
to amend the bill, it was reported to the Senate, 
and finally passed. 

House bill entitled “An act to authorize the in- 
vestigation of alleged frauds under the pre-emption 
laws, and for other purposes,” was taken up, 
read the third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the House, asking 
the Senate to suspend the 16th and 17th joint rules, 
for the purpose cf receiving, and permitting to be 
sent to the President, the following bills, which had 
been amended by the House, viz: 

The bill granting a pension to David Welch; 
and : ; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas King. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the above message 
was taken up for consideration; and, on bis mo- 
tion, the proposition of the House to suspend the 
joint rules was amended, by inserting the bill for 
the relief of Robert B. Lewis. The proposition, in 
this form, was concurred in by the Senate. 

PENSIONS TO WIDOWS. 

Mr. BATES said, as most of the business on the 

calendar had been disposed of, be would ask the 
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attention of the Senate to bill No. 655, making ap- 
propriations for the widows of the officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution. He had made several 
attempts to bring this subject before the Senate, but 
without effect; and he now made the motion to 
postpone all the prevtous orders, with a view to take 
up that bill. 

Mr, KING said he would be glad if the Senator 
would allow him to dispose of a bill for the relief 
ot @ poor soldier of the Revolation, which he was 
convitced would take up no time, and then The 
pension bill could be called up immediately after- 
wards. 

Mr. BOCHANAN, (sotto voce.) Don’ give way; 
he means to vote against our bill, 


Mr BATES said he could not consent that 
5,000. widows of the officers and soldiers of the 
Revolntion should give place for anything or any- 
body. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought it unreasonable as 
well as ungaliant in his friend from Alabama to 
desire to make 5,000 widows give way for one 
poor old soldier. Such was his understanding of 
the gallantry of by-gone days, that 5,000 soldiers 
would gladly give way for one of the gentler sex, 
and particularly those »!anding in the light which 
these estimable ladies did, as relicts of the heroes of 
the Revolution. 

Mr. KING said the bil! be desired to have ac'ed 
on, wasfor one who had done the State some ser. 
vice; while the widows, who seemed to claim so 
large @ sbare of the gentieman’s sympathy, never 
did any service, nor did their husbands. These old 
women had married over and over again, and now 
came to claim pensions from the Government. 
These were beautiful times, indeed, to make gra- 
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tuities of half a million of dojlars to old women 
who never rendered any service whatever to the 
country. 


Mr. BUCHANAN. Order. 

Mr. KING, (smiling.) How does the Senator 
wake out his point of order? 

Mr. BUCHANAN, (playfally.) The point of 
order I make is, that the Senator from Alabama 
should speak of these ladies as old. It was not 
pirasant to him to hear them thus spoken cf; and 

¢ was quite sure it must be less so to them. To 
be serious, however, on thiv matter, he had been 
instructed unanimously by his State to support the 
measure; and, rigid as he was known to be where 
all matters of appropriation were concerned, he 
should vote for this bijl with as much pleasure as 
he ever did for anything in his life. He did not 
mean to go into the discussion of the pension sys- 
tem; all he desired was to have some definite 2c- 
tion on the bill. These ladies had before received 
the bounty of the Government; and why take it 
from them now, when they were some seven er 
eight years older than they were, and most of them 
on the extreme verge of life? To refuse them this 
little pittance, he held would be unkind, unjust, 
and ungrateful to the memory of their departed 
husbands. What was the difficulty on this matter? 
It had been said that the times were unpropitious; 
that the amount is large, &c.; yet, they could sit 
and discuss, at midnight, joint resolations to give 
thousands upon thousands to persons who were 
better paid than any other officers onder Govern- 
ment, while this body songht to refuse a small pit- 
tance to those meritorious old ladies—the relicts of 
departed heroes of the Revolution. 

Mr. WALKER thought the bill might as well 
be taken up; for when the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania appeared at the head of his five thousand 
widows, he was a very formidable opponent, and 
not easily beaten. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Barss, to postpone all the previous orders, with 
a view te take up the bill; and decided in the af- 
firmative—yeas 23, nays 10. 

So the bill was taken up. 

Mr. BATES, chairman of the Committee on 
Pensions, rose and explained the bill at some 
length, going into detail, and pointing out the ob- 
jects of the committee in the amendments they 
had proposed. The bill, as it came from the 
House, would make the nnmber as computed from 
eight to nine thousand, and the amount required 
Woulg have been somewhere about eight or nine 
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The amendment of || proper that an expiring Congress—indeed 
almost say, a dead Cofigress—should Attempt 

fix a system; when it was known that great - 
had been made under the census of 1849 ii 
changes, also, in their own body. He Would, they, 
fore, move to lay the whole subject on the table: 


hundred thousand dollars. 
the committee, if adopted, would make the pension 
to extend to all married prior to 1794, to com- 
mence from the 4th of March, 1843. This would 
place some five or six thousand on the list, and, 
for the first year, would require between three and 
four hundred thousand dollars. Very few of these 
widows were under the age of seventy; and all 
knew how rapidly the sands of life ran at this age. 
Most of these ladies had been engaged during the 
war of the Revolution, but their marriages had not 
been consummated uniil after the perils of the Rev- 
olution had ceased. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. The Senator seems to speak 
knowingly of these matrimonial engagements. He 
(Mr. McD.) did not very well know what per- 
sonal knowledge the chairman could have of the 
matter; but it seemed to him that engagements that 
lasted eleven years were rather too long. 

Mr. McD. moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out ‘‘ninety-four,” and inserting “eighty- 
three;” so that no pension under this act should be 
paid to any widow who was married to the revolu- 
tionary soldier or officer after the year 1783. 

Mr. BUCHANAN su d that the amend- 
ment, if it prevailed, would Operate a defeat of the 
bill. He thought it better, therefore, to take a di- 
rect vole upon its passage. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose to &k upon what princi- 
ple of policy or justice a claim could be set up by 
a widow, whose marriage had taken place subse- 
quently to the termination of the war, to a pension, 






founded upon the services of her husband during 


the war. The husband, during his life, had re- 
ceived a pension, enuring to her benefit, as well as 
his own; and he demanded by what right a pension 
could be claimed on the part of the widow, unless 
it were shown that she had participated in the 
struggle, and been subjected to the privations inci- 
dent to the time. 


Mr. BATES said rensions, in these cases, were 
claimed upon two grounds. First, upon the same 
ground vpon which a widow would be entitled to 
demand and recover the debt of her deceased hus- 
band. The revolutionary soldiers had never been 
paid for their services; and it was just, therefore, 
that their widows should receive pensions. Another 
ground was, the gratitude due to the revolotionary 
soldiers, who rendered to their country the most im- 
portant services. Upon considerations both of jus- 
tice and gratitude, this Government ought to cen- 
tribute to render ‘he remainder of their lives com- 
fortable. 

The amendment of Mr. McDurriz was nega- 
tived—yeas 15, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Dayton, Graham, King, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, and Young--15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, 
Choate, Crafis, Critenden, Evans, Fulton, Huntington, Kerr, 
Linn, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut sustained the bill, 
not on the ground of a gratuity, but because the fe- 
males of that day were all more or less compelled 
to make sacrifices, and had besides rendered ma- 
terial service, 

Mr. McROBERTS asked what they were about 
to do? Here was an attempt to expend some six 
or eight hundred thousand dollars for a gratuity 
to widows of the Revolution. Where was the 
money to come from? How were they to get it? 
Was not the treasury bankrupt, and were they not 
now borrowing money for the ordinary expenses of 
the Government? He would move to strike out 
“five,” and insert “one” year; and then let the next 
Congress doas it pleased. 

The question was taken on this amendment, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 16, noes 23. 

Mr. MERRICK inquired if any appropriation 
had been made for carrying into effect the bill? 

Mr. BATES said there was no appropriation, of 
course, until the bill passed;tand, if it should pass, 
he wou!d move to insert $380,000. 

Mr. YOUNG thought the present a most unpro- 
pitious period for the passage of such a bill. Here 
they were, at the close of a Congress, seeking to 
anticipate business which appeared to him to be- 
long of right to the succeeding one. It was not 
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and on that question he asked the yeas and Days ; 
The question having been taken, there appears, 

yeas 17, nays 22. : 
Cuthbert, Dayton, Graharh, King Meuie’ Mekobane ghee 
| Walker, Willams. Waebt, ee ; 


Tappa and Young— 
NAYS—Mesere. Allen, Bartoy, Bers. Buc ie 


Crafts, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, Merrick, Phelps, Porter 
Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Spragge 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, and Woodbridge se 

Mr. GRAHAM desired to call the attention o 
the Senate to this subject, conceiving, as be gj 
that it involved principles of importance. Wy 
had commenced with the soldiers, and that was 
right; we had extended it to their widows, and of 
that he did not so much complain. And now hee 
was a proposition to give five years’ pensions io 
al] those who married prior to 1794. 

Mr. BATES. No, sir; no such thing in the bjji, 

Mr. GRAHAM was glad éo hear that mueh. Ip 
this case, no expectations had been excited. Yoy 
have already allowed them five years’ Pensions, and 
now you are about to grant an additional gratuity 
of five years more, when it was neither required 
by justice nor policy; but, above all, now—whep 
they were borrowing—to vote $380,000 for gratuities, 
seemed to him most strange. 

Mr. ALLEN said, as the House had sent the bi; 
to them, it would have required millions of dollars 
to have met all the cases embraced in it. The sub. 
ject bad been carefully considered by the inteljj. 
gent and industrious chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions, who, after mature celiberation, had 
proposed the amendment which they had heard. 
Mr. A gave, as an additional reason for his sup. 
port of the amendment of the Senate, that the 
hopes of those ladies bad been excited; and as they 
had been made the recipients of the bounty of the 
Government, they would feel more keenly the de. 
privation than those who had never enjoyed it. He 
should vote for the bill, therefore, not with any 
desire to extend the pension system, but to relieve 
those who had been taught to look for it, and 
which to refuse now would be considered a griev- 
ous disappointment; at a time when, above all 
others, they would be least able to bear it. In his 
opinion, it would be the height of human cruelty 
to withhold it. 


Mr. KiNG said the Senator from Ohio seemed 
to take great credit to himself that he had not ta. 
ken the House bill, which would have given away 
millions, but one that only cost some three or four 
handred thousand dollars. Where was the differ. 
ence in principle? For his own part, he did not 
know but he should prefer the House bill. Where 
was the necessity of pensioning those who had al: 
ready once been pensioned? They all knew how 
this bill came to be passed in the first instance; 
and that it was from the importunity of one who 
was herself cut off from all its benefits after itbad 
been passed. On what principle of justice did the 
bill proceed? Where was the merit of being mar 
ried prior to 1794, or subsequent? Why had the 
committee fixed on that particular period?—as 
though it was a great merit to have married a day 
sooner or a day later. Was thatthe great sympé- 
thy of gentlemen—to give all their bounty to one 
class, and to withhold it from another, on the 
ground that to have extended it would have bees 
too onerous on the treasury? If that be so, would 
it not be better to give to those who had married 
since 1794, and had never received it? ts 

What possible excuse could there be for gividg 
a pension to ane who marries a day earlier than 
another? Suppose a gentleman goes home to bis 
constituents, and sees two of these widows living side 
by side; one of whom is made the recipient of the 
bounty of the Government, because she fortanately 
happened to marry a day earlier than her neighbor, 
who, though marrying a day later, may have been 
the widow of a brave and gallant officer or soldiet. 
What possible excuse could there be for any 
proceeding? To do exact justice, we must pe 


| all. The idea of a Senator voting for such a bil 


divers 
to op 
Mr 
heard 
weigl 
joyed 
that 
wou! 





SSS 


pemmase WE had excited hopes, seemed to him the 
extraordinary argument he ever listened to. 
gest tell gentlemen that he knew many of 
widows who were ladies of fortune; and you 
ige these pensions to the rich, while you exclude 
Ce. The law, he was aware, could not discrim- 
igsit, because it must take time for its element; 
he mentioned these things to show that the bill 
gould not rest On any ground of justice or policy. 
This whole mater of peasions was wrong in the 
just instance. It is generally the first step that 
gus. When the dill was first presented, the ciy 
gas that these widows were old acd helpless, and 
iney were pensioned for five years; and now they 
qge older, and must be pensioned for a further five 
What merit was there in these women mar- 
‘ng officers and soldiers ei the Revolution after 
the war, that they should be entitled to pensions? 
es with the officers were desirable, and highly 
qeditable to them; and they were very fortunate in 
ining them. Did they suffer any losses from 
marriage after the close of the war and as late 
ys 17943 or were they harassed by revolutionary 
roubles? No, sir. Goto the Pension Office, and 
yoo will find that most of these widows who had 
paried those old revolutionary cfficers, soon af- 
ywrtheir deaths provided themselves with young 


hasbands. 

Mr. ALLEN said the Senator from Alabama 
bad. gone into a statement of some of the requisites 
ofa good husband. He had spoken of the revo- 
lntionary soldier as being sirong, robust, and able- 
podied, and that such a husband ought to be con- 
sidered a sufficient compensation to any woman 
for enduring privation and hardships incident toa 
state of war, without granting them a sum of 
money out of the public treasury. This argument 
did not serve to satisfy him that a pension was un- 
necessary. The Senator bad stated, also, that 
some of these widows were wealthy; but that did 
pot alter the case, in his estimation. The law 
must necessarily be uniform—and a uniform law 
could not be made to reach the case of every indi- 
vidual. It could not be supposed that a law which 
was of itself broad and general, could possibly mete 
out exact jastice to every individual. There could 
not be such a law, so long as there was so greata 
diversity among the men upon whom the law was 
to operate. 


Mr. WALKER said the only reason he had 
heard offered in favor of this bill, which had any 
weight with him, was, that these widows had en- 
joyed their pensions for five years already; and 
that their expectations bad been raised that they 
would be continued. He would have been glad 
if gentlemen by whom this argument was urged, 
had listened to it in regard to the cases of pensions 
inthe navy. The law, in that case, had been per- 
mitted to expire; that Jaw provided that the widows 
of those who died of casualties or diseases con- 
racted in the service of the country should receive 
pensions. It was intended to apply to those who 
were actually the wives of seamen at the time of 
service, The argument could have no foice, now, 
coming from those who opposed it in that case. 
Only $64,000 was required in the casehe referred 
lo, to. pension the widows of thoxe gallant men who 
met their fate upon the ocean; the widows of such 
wen as Neale and Lewis—men who conferred 
honor upon their country, and who proved that the 
power of Great Britain was not invincible: these 
pensions were refused, while here it was proposed 
alone swoop to appropriate $380,000 to pension 
those who married soldiers long after the war had 
terminated, 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that discussion, 
at this stage of the bill, must be Ceath to it; and, 
if he were to follow the example of the Senator 
{tom Mississippi, and go into the discussion of the 
question of the naval pension fund, and the pro- 
pnety of pensioning the widows of naval officers, 
by the very consumption of time in the discussion 
the bill must necessarily be defeated. 

His friend from Alabama was very much op- 
posed to the bill, beeause, forsooth, (to use the lan- 
guage of the Senator from New Hampshire,) al 

widows of revolutionary soldiers, who were 
married at any time previous to 1800, were not in- 
cluded. His expansive benevolence embraced the 
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whole. He had told them that he would not vote 
for any, unless the whole were included. He (Mr. 
B.) was not disposed, under existing circumstances, 
to go so far. 

In regard to the question now before them, he 
believed. that public sentiment was far in advance 
of the action of Congress. Many of the S'ate 
Legislatures had moved in the matter; and he be- 
lieved ninety-nine ina hundred of the people at 
large were favorable [o the granting of such pensions 
as now proposed. Every person could point to 
cases, within his own immediate vicinity, of des- 
tiiute widows of revolutionary soldiers, who are 
supported by the liberality of their friends; and 
who, in case the bill did not pass, must go the 
poor-house. Although he was opposed to extend- 
ing the system of granting pensions, yet he thought 
this a class of cases which should not be neglected. 
It was admitted that those who were wives during the 
war ought to receive pensions; but, it was said, 
those who were married afterwards ought to be ex- 
cluded. Was this so? Suppose it had beea made 
optional with any one of those gallant men 
who served in th volationary war, whether 
he should receive™& pension during his own 
life, or whether his widow, after his death, should 
receive it: what would have been his. decis- 
ion? Every one of them would have said, Re« 
lieve the distresses of the wife of my bosom. Dnu- 
ring my own Jife, I can afford her protection and 
support; but when that protection is withdrawn— 
when I am removed by death, and she is thrown de- 
fenceless on the world—then let her be taken under 
the protection of the Government which I have 
served. While he was opposed to the system of ex- 
tending pensioas to new cases, he thought there 
was much force in what was stated by the Sena- 
tors from Massachusetts and Ohio. These widows 
had been in the habit of receiving the bounty of the 
Government, and they had not calculated upon 
that bounty being withdrawn; and if it should be 
withdrawn, they would be left infinitely more help- 
less and dependent than if they had never received 
acent. He would ask his friend trom Alabamaif, 
for the purpose of manifesting his gratitude towards 
his friend far advanced in life, he had taken that 
friend under his immediate protection, and furnish- 
ed to him or her an annuity for five years, whether 
he would consider it the part of an honorable man 
to abandon that friend at an advanced period of 
life, and deprive him of the bounty which his be- 
nevolence had bestowed? He thought to debate 
the bill woald be to kill it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate; when 


Mr. McROBERTS said he should renew his 
proposition, which had failed in committee, to strike 
out “five years,” and insert ‘*one year.” The next 
Congress could fully and fairly represent the 
wishes of the people; and they ought to be heard on 
the subject. The idea of spending money, when 
they were now without, and borrowing—and that, 
too, on the eve of a new Congress coming in— 
was too monstrous to be thought of. 

{Mr. McR. was prevented, by a viclent cold, and 
cough which accompanied i!, from proceeding. } 

Mr. BENTON said he was extremely sorry to 
perceive that the Senator from Illinois was unable, 
in consequence of the state of his health, to do jus. 
tice to his feelings on this occasion. He sincerely 
sympathized with the honorable Senator, and 
would take up his argument just where the 
honorable Senator had stopped. This expiring 
Congress, now in the agonies of death, was 


continuing to” incur debis for five years to’ 


come, It was like the blunder commitied by 
Congress when they attempted to recharter the 
Bank of the United States for a period which 
would run into the representation under a new 
census ard a new apportionment. Congress should 
do the legitimate business of its term, and nothing 
beyond. He thought the Senator from Illineis had 
taken a very forcible ground of objection. He 
was willing to extend pensions to those who were 
participants in the alarms, the dangers, and the 
sufferings of the Revolution, being actually the 
wives of soldiers or officers at the time; but he 
never was willing to extend them to a period since 
the Revolution. Persons might be pensioned un- 


- der this.act, who were not born at the time of the 
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Revolution. There might have been widows, who 
were married at the age of thirteen, borr since the 
surrender of Cornwaliis, and who had bad no share 
whatever in the perils ard pains of (he war; and yet, 
“under this bill, they would be entitled to the bounty 
of the Government. In this way, the System 
might be carried down to the present time. An 
old revolutionary officer, just going out of & 
world, might marry a young gir] for the purpose 
of entilling her to receive a pension; and she tight 
live to draw that pension for eighty years. He 
thought the proposigon of the Senator from Ilinois 
was a very just and commendable one; and be 
would give it his hearty concurrence. 


Mr. ALLEN said he thought there was very 
great force in the remarks made by the Senator 
from Illinois and the Sena!or from Missouri upon 
the propriety of leaving to a future Congress to 
legislate upon this matter, without depriving these 
widows in the mean time of their pension. He 
should vote for the motion, believing, as he did, 
that, in all the great questions of money and power, 
the people should be fully and thoroughly repre- 
sented. 

The quesiion was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. McRoserts, to strike out “five” years, 
and insert “one” year; and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 24, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessers. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bayard, Benten, Ber- 
rien, Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton,Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Linn, McDuffie, McRobet's, Mangum, 
Miller, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, and Young. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Crafts, 
Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Morehead, Porter , Riyes, 


Simmons, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sp 8, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, and Woodbridge-+2t. 


So the amendment was adopted. 


Upon the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays 
were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, 
Choate, Crafts, Evans, Fulton, Muntington, Kerr, Linn) Mer- 
rick, Miller, Merehead, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
Wilcox, and Woodbridge—25. 








NAYS8—Meessrs. Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Clayton, Critten- 
den, Cuthbert, Dayton, Graham, Henderson, King, McDumMe, 
McRoberts, Mangum, Tappan, Walker, Wright, and Young 
—I7. 


The Senate then took a recess until half-past 5 
o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the body 
a message from the President of the United States, 
transmittisg a report received from the director of 
the mint, and showing its operations for the year 
1842; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the State Depart- 
ment, enclosing information in relation to the com- 
modities imported from foreign countries; which 
was ordered to be printed. 


LIEUTENANT FREMONT’S EXPEDITION 
TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 


A communication was received from the War 
Department, in answer to acall heretofore made 
for the report of Lieutenant Fremont’s expeditien 
to the Rocky Mountains. 

Mr. LINN moved that it be printed for the use 
of the Senate; and also that one thousand extra 
copies be printed. 

In support of his motion, Mr. L. said, that in 
the course of the last summer a very interesting 
expedition had been undertaken to the Rocky 
Mountains, ordered by Colonel Abert, chief of the 
Topographical Bureau, with the sanction of the 
Secretary at War, and executed by Lieutenant 
Tremont of the topographical engineers, The 
object of the expedition was to examine and re- 
port upon the rivers and the country between the 
frontiers of Missouri, and the base of the Rocky 
Mountains; and especially to examine the char- 
acter, and ascertain the latitude and longitude of 
the South Pass, the great crossing-plaee in these 
mountains on the way to the Oregon. Ali the ob- 
jects of the expedition have been accomplished, 
and in a way to be beneficial to science, and in- 
structive to the general reader, as wel] as wsefal to 
the Government. 

Supplied with the best -astronomical and bar- 
ometrical instruments, wel] qualified to-use+hem, 
and accompanied by twenty-five voyageurs, enlisted 
for the purpose at St, Louis, and trained t@@ii the 
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hardships and dangers of the prairies and the 
mountains, Mr. Fremont left the mouth of the Kan- 
sas, on the frontiers of Missouri, on the 10th of 
June; and, in the almost incredibly short space of 
feur months, returned to the same point, without 
an accident to a man, and with a vast mass of use- 
ful observations, and many hundred specimens in 
botany and geology. 


In exeeuting bis instructions, Mr. Fremont pro- 
ceeded up the Kansas river far enough to ascer- 
tain its character, and then crossed over to the 
Great Piatte, and pursued thaf river to its source in 
the mountains, where the Sweet Water (a head 
branch of the Platte) issues from the neighbor- 
hood of the South Pass. He reached the Pass on 
the 8th of August, and describes it as a wide and 
low depression in the mountains, where the ascent 
js as easy as that of the hill on which this Capitol 
stands, and where a plainly-bea'en wagon road 
leads to the Oregon through the valley of Lewis's 
river, a fork of the Columbia. He went through 
the Pass, and saw the head-waters of the Colorado, 
of the Gulf of California; and, leaving the valleys 
to indulge a laudable curiosity, and to make some 
useful observations, and attended by four of his 
men, he climbed the loftiest peak of the Rocky 
Mountains, until then untrodden by any known ha- 
man being; and, on the 15th of August, looked 
down upon ice and snow some thousand feet be- 
low, and traced in the distance the valleys of the 
rivers which, taking their rise in the same elevated 
ridge, flow in opposite directions to the Pacific 
ocean and to the Mississippi. From that ultimate 
point he returned by the valley of the Great Plate, 
foliowing the stream in its whole course, ard solv- 
ing all questions in relation to its navigability, and 
the character of the country through which it flows. 

Over the whole course of this extended route, 
barometrical observations were made by Mr. Fre- 
mont, to ascertain elevations both of the plains 
and of the mountains; astronomical observations 
were taken, to ascertain latitudes and longitudes; 
the face of the country was marked as arable or 
steril; the facility for travelling, and the practica- 
bility of routes, noted; the grand features of nature 
described, and some presented in drawings; milita- 
ry positions indicated; and a large contribution to 
geology and botany was made in the varieties of 
plants, flowers, shrubs, trees, and grasses, and 
rocks and earths, which were enumerated. Draw- 
jogs of some grand and striking points, and a map 
of the whole route, illustrate the report, and facili- 
tate the understanding of its details. Eight carts, 
drawn by two mules each, accompanied the expe- 
dition; a fact which attests the facility of travelling 
in this vast region, Herds of buffaloes furnished 
subsistence to the men; ashort, nutritious grass, 
sustained the horses and mules. Two boys, (one of 
twelve* years of age, the other of eighteen,t{) besides 
the enlisted men, accompanied the expedition, and 
took the& share of its hardships; which proves that 
boys, as well as men, are able to traverse the coun- 
try to the Rocky Mountains. 


The result of all his observations, Mr. Fremont 
had condensed into a brief report—enough to make 
a document of some ninety or one hundred pages; 
and, believing that this document would be of gene- 
rai interest to the whole country, and beneficial to 
Science, as well as useful to the Government, I 
move the printing of the extra number which has 
been named. 


In making this motion, and in bringing this re- 
port to the notice of the Senate, I take a great 
pleasure in noticing the activity and importance of 
the Topographical Bureau. Under its skillful and 
vigilant head, [Colonel Abert,] numerous valu- 
able and incessant surveys are made; and a mass 
of information collected of the highest importance 
te the country generally, as well as to the military 
branch of the public service. This report proves 
conclasively that the country, for several hundred 
miles from the frontier of Missouri, is exceedingly 
beautiful and fertile; alternate woodland and prairie, 
and certain portions well supplied with water. 
It also proves that the valley of the river Platte has 
"Randolph Benton, son of Senator Benton. 
‘Heiily Brant, son of Co), Brant, of St. Louis, Mo. 
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a very rich soil, affording great facilities for emi- 
granis to the west of the Rocky Mountains. 

The printing was ordered. 

The CHAIR here announced to the Senate that 
a mistake had been made in engrossing the amend- 
ments to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill. The amendment adopted by the Senate, giv- 
ing $500 additional to the mail agents of the Post 
Office Department, had been inadvertently over- 
looked; and it was engrossed af $1,000, as it came 
from the House. The bill had been returned to 
the other Heuse. 

Mr. EVANS suggested that the bill could be 
sent for; and he moved an order directing the Sec- 
retary to proceed to the House, and annoance by 
message, the fact of the error, and the wish of the 
Senate that the bill should be returned. This order 
was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the pre- 
vious orders were postponed, and the Senate took 
up for consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, the bill for the protection of commerce on 
the western shores of Lake Michigan. The amend- 
ments of the Committee on merce having been 
adopted, the bill was repo tothe Senate, and 
finally passed; the title having been amended by 
striking out the words “western shores.” 


Mr. HUNTINGTON mo@ed the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business, but 
waived the motion on the suggestion of 

Mr. MERRICK, on whose motion the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of all mat- 
ters now pending before it. 

On motion by Mr. KERR, a similar discharge 
was made with reference to the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, a similar 
discharge was made with reference to the Commit. 
tee on Commerce. ; 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, a similar dis- 
charge was made with reference to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, a simi- 
lar discharge was made with reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, a similar dis- 
charge was made with reference to the Naval Com- 
mittee. 

On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, a similar 
discharge was made with reference to all the re- 
maining committees. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin 
Ogle Tayloe, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole; and, having been amended on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. KING, was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed as amended. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


The bill to authorize the re-issue of treasury 
notes, and for other purposes, having been returned 
from the House with a disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate authorizing the funding of three 
and a half millions of the notes outstanding, to run 
for twenty years, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. EVANS said the amendment authorizing 
the funding of those notes was one of considerable 
iniportance; and he was strongly impressed with the 
propriety of insisting on it. He believed it was 
adopted by a unanimous vote of the Senate. He 
was entirely at a loss to know on what ground it 
was that the House refused to concur. He was 
strongly of the opinion that the law, to be effective, 


“should pass in the form in which it"was passed by 


the Senate. If it could not pass in that shape, it 
was absolutely necessary that it should pass in 
some form: that was dictated by every considera- 
tion of necessity. 

Mr. WOODBURY concurred in the propriety of 
passing the bill in its present form; and, in accord- 
ance with that sense of propriety, he moved that 
the Senate insist on its amendment, and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

The Senate insisted; and, 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Chair was au- 
thorized to appoint a committee on the part of the 
Senate, to consist of three. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the pre- 
vious orders were postponed, and the Senate took 





up for consideration, as in committee of the 

House bill entitled “An act providing for the 

of certain lands in the States of Ohio anq Mi 

gan, ceded by the Wyandot Indians, and for Other 
urposes.”” 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana explained 
re of the bill — to authorize the sale Of the 
ands acquire y treaty from the 
Indians. 5 Wrande 

Mr. WHITE said that, by the provisions of the 
treaty by which the land of the Wyandot Indians 
was ceded, the United States stipulated to Pay those 
Indians for their improvements such sum as, y D 
appraisement, they were found to be worth; the 
praisers to beappointed by the United States, “a 
appraisers had awarded to the Indians $125 957 9] 
Mr. W. said the Secretary of War had recom, 
mended an appropriation to cover the amount of 
the award. He therefore moved to amend the bj 
under consideration, with an additional section 
appropriating fer that purpose the sum of $105, 
957 21. He remarked that $20,000 had been gl. 
ready appropriated for the purpose. This amoun, 
would make up the full award, 

Mr. KING was opposed to paying such an enor. 
mous sum. They were told, in the discussion op 
the appropriation to pay for the land, that the 
amount required to pay for these improvements 
would not be more than $20,000. The sum paid 
for the land was enormous.’ Having approved of 
the sum stipulated for the land, they were now 
called upon to appropriate more than $125,000 for 
the improvements of a handful of Indians, which 
could not have been anything but huts anda fey 
fruit trees. Thissum was most enormous—unles, 
indeed, those Indians were even more civilized 
than the whites on the frontiérs, and had erected 
for themselves splendid tenements, and laid oy 
pleasure-grounds, abounding with beautiful shrub. 
bery, and fountains, &c. Who would undertake 
to say that such was the case? Noone. Who 
were the agents, and by whom were they appoint. 
ed, who had awarded such an unreasonable amount 
for the mere huts of a handful of Indians? 


Mr. WHITE replied that Moses H. Kirby and 
John Waters were the agents—one of whom, he 
knew, was reputed to be a most highminded and 
honorable man. The other he did not know. 

Mr. KING continued his remarks, at some 
length, against the amendment. He considered 
the award.a fraud. He hoped the amendment 
would not be agreed to, on the limited information 
they now possessed. He was as willing and as 
ready to do justice to the red man as the white; 
but he could not sanction such an award, believing 
it to be a fraud on the Government. No man in 
his senses, who knew anything of the Indian char- 
acier, their mode of living, and the nature of the 
improvements, could believe, for a moment, that 
those improvements were worth anything like the 
amount proposed to be appropriated. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that the Secretary o! 
War should not have selected such men as would 
do injustice to the United States, But the appraisers 
had been selected according to the stipulations 


he provi. 


- of the treaty; and they had made an award. How 


could they heip themselves? They mast fulfiltheir 
contract with the Indians. The United States con- 
tracted under the treaty to pay such sum forthe 
improvements of those Indians, as appraisers, to be 
appointed by the Govefment, should award to them. 
The United States had exercised her rights under 
the treaty—had appointed appraisers to protect ber 
interests. They have made the award. He (Mr.T) 
would rather pay $100,000,000 than consent to 4 
violation of treaty stipulation by this Government 
with the humblest tribe of Indians. If there had beet 
proper officers appointed, it would have been man- 
aged better. If the people did not wish to be sad: 
died with such enormous awards, they must se 
and know whom they put into power. The Wyat 
dots were the innocent party; they were not insifl- 
menial in placing those men in office. He boped, 
therefore, the amendment would prevail. 

Mr. EVANS said this amendment had been dis: 
cussed two or three times before; he hoped the Ser- 
ate would, therefore, take a vote upon it. It waso! 
the utmost importance that the Senate should pro 
ceed with other business. 
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ig matter, (ban & desire that the United States 
epould falfil its treaty obligations. 
"Mr. McDUFFIE said_ he did not regard this as 
gn arbitration at all. There was no judgment 
binding on the United States. It was, in fact, 
merely an ex parte investigation for the ivforma- 
‘jon of the mind of the Executive. 
Mr. SEVIER endeavored to show that it was 
sn arbitrament binding on the United States. 
The question was then taken on the proposed 
ndment, and it was disagreed to, 
Mr. TAPPAN remarked that it was unwise to 
a bill to sell lands which they had not pes- 
gssion of, They could rot get possession of the 
ands, unt:levery provision of the treaty was ful- 


a bill was then reported to the Senate, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, House bill entitled 
“An act for the relief of Joseph Ellery;” and on his 
notion, it was taken up, and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
finally passed. , 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the relief 
of Thomas King, which had been returned from 
the House with an amendment, was taken up, and 
the amendment was concurred in. 

The joint resolution from the House, explana- 
tory of the act for the relief of Thomas King, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and finally passed. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
for consideration the message from the House re- 
turning the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
with certain disagreeing votes. The one was a dis- 
agreement to the amendment of the Senate restor- 
ing the Congress printing, for this Congress alone, 
to the prices fixed by the joint resolution of 1819— 
that is, to allow Gales & Seaton, printers to the 
House, and Thomas Allen, printer to the Senate, 
twenty per cent. over the prices they contracted to 
de the printing for. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate igsist on 
all iis amendments, and ask a committee of coufer- 
ence. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to except the amend- 
ment giving twenty per cent. additional for ‘he Con: 
gress printing, and demanded the yeas and nays on 
it They were ordered. ° 

Mr. ALLEN wished the Senate to bear in mind 
thai at 10 o’clock at night, on the last night of the 
session, they were called to vote on a proposition 
to give to Gales& Seaton and Thomas Allen, 
printers to this. Congress, twenty per cent. more 
than they agreed to give them in the contract for 
doing the Congress printing. If there was any jus- 
tice in giving more than the contract called for, 
why did not the party (the Whig party) which was 
fnendly to the proposition, go a little farther, and 
give fifteen per cent. to Blair & Rives for execu- 
ting the printing of the last Congress. ‘Those gen- 
tlemen executed the printing for fifteen per cent. 
below the prices of the resolution of 1819—and fif- 
teen per cent. less than was now proposed to give 
the present printers. Where was the justice in 
such proceeding? 

The question on insisting on this amendment 
was then put, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 
26, nays 20, as follows: ~ 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanar, Calhoun, 

Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—20. 
_ The Senate then insisted on its amendment, giv- 
ing Thomas Allen and Blair & Rives the full price 
for the printing of the Compendium to the Sixth 
Census. 

The Senate then receded from its amendment 
legalizing the appointment of certain clerks in the 
Siate Department. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Chair was au- 
thorized to appoint three conferees on the part of 
the Senate, to confer with a like number on the 
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on the remainder of the amendments. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, a committee of || 
conference was appointed by the Chair, to meet a 
like committee on the part of the House, to con- | 
sider the disagreeing votes between the two Houses 
on the bill to reduce the rates of postage to the 
Federal coin. 


THE MISSION TO CHINA. 


On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the previous or- || 
ders were posiponed, and the Senate took up for 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, the 
bill to provide the means for future intercourse be- | 
tween the United States and the Government of | 
China, which was read, as follows: 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the sum of forty thousand dollars be, and the same is | 
hereby, appropriated and placed at the disposal of the President {| 
of the United States, to enable him to establish the future com- | 
mercial relations between the United States and the Chinese 
empire on terms of national equa) reciprocity; the said sum to 
be accounted for by the President, under the restrictions and in 
the manner prescribed by the act of Ist of July, 1790, entitled | 

} 











“An act providing the means of intercourse between the 
United States and foreign nations.” 


Mr. WRIGHT ‘desired to know why so large 
a sum as $40,000 was necessary to be appropziated | 
in this case. 

Mr. ARCHER said he would answer the in- | 
quiry of the gentleman from New York. The 
question was a very fair and reasonable one, and | 
one which he had anticipate’. The bill provided | 
that $40,000 should be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of establishing a commercial intercourse with 
China. It was not iatenJed that the salary of the 
minister, or agent, tegether with his outfit, should 
exceed $18,000, the amount usually appropriated for 
such purposes. But it would-be perceived that 
there was a considerable variance between this and | 
other cases, by reason of the remoteness of the | 
country to which our agent was to be sent. The | 
object could hardly be accomplished in a single | 
year; indeed, from the singular usages of the peo- 
ple of China, it was not certain in what manner | 
our minister would be received; and a sum, there- 
fore, mech larger thas the ordinary outfit of a min- 
ister would be required. A provision would have 
to be made for an interpreier; and it was very well 
known to the Senate that, in our intercourse hith- 
erto with Mahometan countries, it had always | 
been necessary to bestow presents. It could not 
be known for what leagth of time the negotiations 
would be in progress. Supposing them to occupy 
two years, this appropriation would be insufficient. 
This, be thought, was a sufficient answer to the in- 
quiry of the gentleman from New York; and he 
hoped this bill, to which he thonght very great im- 
portance should be attached, would meet the gen- 
eral approval of the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the explanation was not at 
all satisfactory to him, as to the necessity for ap- 
propriating so large asum. Ii seemed to him that 
the same argument would require that they should 
appropriate for a minister to Eogland a sum suf- 
ficient for the whole time he was to be kept there. 
The appropriation for an agent in China could be 
voted every year, in the same manner as appropri- 
ations for ministers at all foreign courts. 

Mr. BENTON took many objections to this mis- 
sion, to the bill which provided for it, and to the 
motives in which it was founded. He considered 
the mission unnecessary for any publie purpose; 
he held the bill to be fraudulently contrived, to 
cheat the Senate out of its control over the ap- 
pointments under it, and to hide the waste of the 
money it appropriated; and he considered the mo- 
tives for the mission to be wholly personal and in- 
dividual, and invented as an indemnification to 
one person for vacating his place for the benefit of 
another. 

That .there was no necessity for a treaty with 
China, was proved by the fact that our trade with 
that country had been going well without one for 
half a century, and was now growing and increas- 

ing constanily. it was a trade conducted on the 
simple and elementary principle of ‘‘here is one,” 
and “‘there is the other”—all ready-money and hard- 
money work—no credit-system, no paper-money. 
For a long time this trade took nothing but silver 
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Mr WHITE said he felt no further interest in part of the House, touching the disagreeing votes || cles, and especially a goodly quantity of Missouri 
| lead. This has taken place without a treaty, and 


without an agent at $40,000 expense. All things 


| are going on well between us and the Chinese. Our 


relations are purely commercial, conducted on the 


| simplest principles of trade, and unconnected with 
| political views. 
| with us. 
| American policy. 


China has no political connexion 
She is not within the system, or circle, of 
She can have no designs upon 
us, Or views in relaticn to as; and we have no need 
of a minister to watch and observe her conduct. 


| Politically and commercially, the mission is use- 


less. Religiously, it must be still more so; and 


| even if our form of government admitted ot mis- 


sions to propagate the faith, an unfrocked priest 
would not be the instrament to do it. The mission 
is not created for the public service, but for an in- 
dividual. The gentleman is ‘‘cut and dried” who 
is to have it. It is made for a man; and he is 
waiting to take the place the instant it is cre- 
ated. 


The bill was a studied fraud. Ii provided for 
sending an agent to China, without fixing his grade 
or compensation: it placed 640,000 in his hands, 
and exempted him from accounting for it. It was 
fraudulent in three points: in the appointment of 
the agent—in the amount of his salary—and in 
the accountability for his expenditures. By the 
Constitution, al! ministers are to be appointed by 
the Senate; but this minister to China isto be 
called an agent, and sent out by the President with- 
out the consent of the Senate; and thus, by impos- 
ing a false name upon the minister, defraud the 
Senate out uf their control over the appointment. 
The enormity of the sum shows that the mission is 
to be more expensive than any one ever sent from 
the United States; and that it is to be one of the 
first grade, or of a higher grade than any known in 
our country. Nine thousand dollars per annum, 
and the same for an ouifit, is the highest compen- 
sation known to our service; yet this $40,000 mis- 
sion may double that amount, and still the minis- 
ter be only called an agent, for the purpose of cheat- 
ing the Senate oufo! its control over the appointment. 
The bill is fraudulent in relation to the compensation 
to be given to this ambassadorial agent. No sum 
is fixed, but he is to take what he pleases for him- 
self and his suite. He and they are to help them- 
selves; and, from the amount allowed, they may 
help themselves liberally, In all other cases, sala- 
ries and compensations are fixed by law, and 
graduated by time; here, there is no limit either of 
money or time. This mission goes by the job— 
forty thousand dollars for the job—without regard 
to time cr cost. A summer’s work, ora year’s 
work, it is all the same thing—it is a job, and is 
evidently intended to enable a gentleman, who 
loves to travel in Europe and Asia, to extend his 
travels to the Celestia! Empire at the expense of the 
United States, andto write a book. The settlement 
of the accounts isa fraud upon the treasury. In 
all cases of foreign missions, except where secret 
services are to be performed, and spies and inform- 
ers to be dealt with, the accounts are settled 
at the Treasury Departmen’, by the proper account- 
ing officers; when secret services are to be covered, 
the fund out of which they are paid is then called 
the contingént foreign intercourse fund; and are 
settled at the State Department, upon a simple cer- 
tficate that the money bas been applied according 
toits intention. It was in this way that the no- 
torious John Henry obtained his $50,000 during 
the late war; and that various other sums have 
been paid out to secret agents at different timer. 
To this Ido not object. Every Government, ia 
its foreign intercourse, must have recourse to 
some agenis, and have the benefit of some 
services, which would be defeated if made public; 
and which must, therefore, be veiled in secrecy, 
and paid for privately. This must happen in all 
Governments; bat not so in this case of the Chinese 

mission. Here, secrecy is intended for what our 
own minister, bis secretary, and his whole suite, are 
to receive. Not only what they may give in bribes 
to Chinese, but what they take in pay to themeelves, 
isto be a s@cret. All is secret and irresponsible! 
And it wi!l not do to assimila‘e this missiun to the 
oldest Government in the world, to the anomalous 


dollars. At present it is taking some other arti- | and anonymous missions{o revolutionary countries. 
« 
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Such an analogy has been attempted in defence of 
this mission, and South American examples cited; 
but the cases are not analogous. Informal agen- 
cies, with secret objects, are proper to revolution- 
ary objects; but here is to be a public mission, and 
an imposing one—the grandest ever sent out from 
the United States—and the London mission vacated, 
in order to supply the man that isto fill it. To 
attempt to assimi'ate such a mission to a John 
Henry case, or to a South American agency, is 
absurd and impudent; and is a fraud upon the sys- 
tem of accountability te which all our missions 
are subjected. 


The expense of the mission is great and unparal- 
leled. It is double the expense of a mission to the 
first courts of Europe; and, besides that, involves 
the expense of anew minisier to England. The 
Chinese minister and suite are to have $40,000; the 
gentleman who goes to London in place of Mr. 
Everett will have near g20000. That gentleman 
is to be the Secretary of State; and thus $60,000 are 
to be paid to get him to London! to get a genile- 
man to London, whose name cannot be submitted 
to the Senate for that appointment. I repeat it: 
this whole conception of a Chinese mission, now 
brought forward tor the first time in the history of 
our country, is a contrivance to vacate the London 
mission, in the recess of the Senate, in order to fi'l 
it witha gentieman who might not be able to pass 
the Senate. This is the object! and $60,000 for 
such an object, when the treasury is bankrupt, is 
aitempied—when retrenchment is proclaimed— 
and when 124 per centum is proposed to be taken 
from the salaries «f all officers, civil, naval, and 
military ! 

I repeat it: this mission is not created for the 
country, but invented for a man; and he is now 
wailing \o take it, and to go and bump his head 
nipeleen times against the ground, in order to pur- 
chase the privilege of standing up before his Celes- 
tial Majesty. 

And this is our work in the last night of this 
Congtess. lt is now midnight: and, like the mid- 
night which preceded the departure of the elder 
Adams from ths Government, the whole time is 
spent in making and filling ollices. Providing tor 
favorites, and feeding out of the public crib, is the 
only work of those whose brief reign is drawing to 
a close, and who have been already compelled by 

ublic sentiment to undoa part of their work. 

he bankrupt act is repealed by the Congress that 
made it; the distribution act has shared the same 
fate; and, if they had another session to sit, the 
mandamus act against the States, the habeas cor- 
pus against the Siates, this Chinese mission, and 
all the other acts, would be undone. It would be 
ihe true realization of the story of the queen who 
unravelied at night the web that she wove during 
the day. As it is, enough has been done and un- 
done to characterize this Congress—to entitle it to 
the name of Ulysses’ wife—not because (like the 
virtuous Penelope) it resisted seduction—but be- 
cause, like her, its own hands unravelled its own 
work. 

Mr. ARCHER desired to say a very few words, 
in order to allay the apprehensions of the Senator 
from Missouri, who seemed so exceedingly dis- 
turbed at the idea that the formation of commercial 
relations with China could dniy be purchased at 
the price of the sacrifice of the dignity of this coun- 
try in the person of our ambassador. He could 
assure the honorable Senator that the sacrifices 
which his patriotic enthusiasm had led him to ap- 
prehend were enot likely to be realized. It was 
perfectly true, as the honorable Senator had stated, 
(for he was seldo.n mistaken in historical watters, ) 
that hitherto sacrifices of dignity, amounting to 
ignominy, had been required by that nation; but 
he had the pleasure of informing the honorable 
gentleman from Missouri that the treaty stipula- 
tions between that country and Great Britain pro- 
vide for the abolition of those ceremonies. 

(Mr. Benton. Very good! and our minister 
can creep in behind the British minister, and claim 
the protection of Queen Victoria’s petticoats. ] 

The honorable Senator himself, he was sure, if 
he would condescend to accept the mission, would 
be enabied to render to this country the signal ser- 
vice of opening a trade with three hundred and 
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fifty millions of people, without any such sacrifice 
of dignity—without so much as a single bump of 
the head. But, seriously, he would appeal to the 
whole Senate to say whether it was not desirable 
to negotiate commercial arrangements with China, 
especially as she had expressed a desire to extend 
to this country the benefits of trade upon equal 
terms with Great Britain. He put it to the good 
sense of ihe honorable Senator from Missouri, how 
he could reconcile it with his ideas of justice to this 
country, to throw obstacles in the way of effecting 
an object so desirable? The expense would not be, 
in any considerable degree, greater than that of 
establishing intercourse with other nations. There 
need be no apprehensions on the score of a mis- 
application of the froney. It was not to be in the 
character of an ordinary mission; it was an extra- 
ordinary mission; and in consideration of the dis- 
tance, and the peculiar character of the Govern- 
ment, it would be necessary that a larger sum 
should be appropriated for its expenses than was 
required for ordinary missions. The Senator. must 
see that the mission, in itself, was a matter of great 
importance; and, if successfaj, would result in the 
attainment of great advantages to this country. 

Mr. BENTON thought they bad enough to do, 
without meddling with the Celestial Empire. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Upon this motion, the yeas and nays were taken 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Conrad, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Henderson, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Miller, Porter, 
Sevier, smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, and 
Wright—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Morehead, Phelps, Rives, Simmons, Smith of 
ean Sena, Tallmadge, Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 


Mr. BENTON then moved to strike out all after 
the word “‘reqiprocity”—the effect of which would 
be to leave the appropriation without any restric- 
tion. 

Upon this motion, the yeas and nays being ta- 
ken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Mil- 
Jer, Porter, Sevier, Smith of Counecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
White, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, McDuffie, Morehead, Phelps, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Wood- 
bridge—24. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, being himself friendly 
to the passage of the bill, he wished to see it contain 
certain limitations;—they could, at all events, do 
noharm. One which he would propose was, to 
provide that the compensation to be given to 
any one person should not exceed $9,000. 

Mr. ARCHER said he should have no sort of 
objection to the introduction of such an amend- 
ment, except that it would lead to the necessity of 
sending the bill back to the House of Representa- 
tives; and, if the gentleman would refer to the act 
by which these appropriations were restricted, he 
would find that his object was already attained by 
the bill as it stood. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the reason why he 
thought it better to introduce into this bill the spe- 
cific provision, was, that the act which was referred 
to had expired. 

Mr. WALKER said there could be no possible 
difference where reference was made to a partic- 
ular act, whether that act had expired or not. The 
provisions of the act referred to would apply, by 
whatever name the agent might be designated;— 
whether he might be called commissioner, agent, 
or ambassador, the provisions of the act would ap- 
ply as strictly as if they were embodied in the new 
act. 

Mr. ARCHER said this was precisely his view, 
and he did not, therefore, conceive an amendment 
to be* necessary. If, however, it was thought re- 
quisite, be had not the slightest objection that it 
should be so amended. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr: BENTON said the language of the biil was 
studiously ambigaous. Whether the person to be 
employed was to be a commissioner, a chargé, or 
an agent, was not expressed. He now desired to 
know whether it was to be understood that the 
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Mr. ARCHER said be had to answer jo 
that the gentleman himself was just as compe,’ 
to inform the Senate upon this point as he 
Ancuer) was. He had no information repay): 
it; but he would put it to the honorable § 
say of what importance the designation of the 


son was, provided the salary was restricted a a 
nct to exceed $9,000. Would it be any Bralifica, 


tion to the gentleman, if he informed him that be 
was to be called plenipotentiary? 

Mr. BENTON said he deemed himself 
ciently justified by the answer of the ho 
Senator in making the inquiry. He did not 
that that Senator was cognisant of the counse 
of the framerscf that bill. He (Mr. B.) had a 
curiosity to know who it was that was to be sent 
upon this mission, and it was his right to inguize 
He was not disposed to sit there and see the Sena, 
defrauded of the rights which belonged to it, in pag. 
ing upon ap appointment of the highest grade jp 
the gift of the Government, where $40,000 was io 
be appropriated, and without any accountability, 

Mr. CONRAD said he would make a motion 
which would obviate the objection of the honorable 
Senator. He submitted a motion, to the effec 
that no agent be appointed without the consent of 
the Senate. 

Upon this motion, the yeas and nays were takep 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bayard, 
Calhoun, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Fy. 
ton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum 
Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sprague, Sturgeon, 
types, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbury, and Wrgh 


sufi. 


NAYS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Evans 
Kerr, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—9, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, 
being engrossed, was read the third time, ani 
passed. 

A message was received from the House, inform. 
ing the Senate that the House adhered to its disa. 
greement to the amendments of the Senate to the 
civileand diplomatic appropriation bill, and had 
agreed to a Committee of Conference. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee of Confer. 
ence on the part of the Senate, on the disagreeing 
vote of the House to the amendment of the Senate 
to the treaspry note bil), authorizing the funding of 
three and Zbalf millions of treasury notes, report 
ed that the conferees on the part of the two Houses 
had agreed to recommend to the House to recede 
from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate; and to the Senate to agree to an amend- 
ment to the amendment, providing that any stook 
issued in lieu of the treasury notes falling due shall 
be redeemable in ten years. 

The Senate concurred in the report of the com 
mittee. 

Mr. MERRICK now moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 


BILL NO. 548. 


Mr. MOREHEAD hoped the Senator from 
Maryland would permit him to make a motion to 
proceed to the consideration of the bill from the 
House (No. 548) which had been reported from the 
Committee on Retrenchment, with several amené- 
ments. This was the last chance that would offer 
for taking it up. 

Mr. MERRICK said he could not yield; 54 
could be disposed of after;they had finished the ex- 
ecutive business. 

(This was the last that the reporters heard of bill 
No. 548.) 

The motion of Mr. Merrick was then agreed to; 
and the Senate proceeded to consider executive 
business. After some time spent therein, the Sen- 
ate resumed legislative business. 

The door leading to the reporter’s gallery not 
having been opened for some time after the Senate 
resumed legislative business, the reporters are un- 
able to state precisely what occurred between the 
resumption of business and the admission of tbe 
reporters to the gallery. When they entered, 

Mr. KING was on the floor, denouncing, with 
much warmth, the proposition to give the printers 
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{the present Congress 20 per cent. more for ex- 
‘ag the pablic printing than they had coutract- 
afor. He jooked upon it as a most corrupt pro- 
cee robbery committed upon the pockets of 
e. 
—_ now understood that it was the 
rt of the Committee of Conference on the dis- 
te votes on the civil and diplomatic bill, that 
was under discussion. ; . 
yr. EVANS said, if it was the objectof gen- 
iemen to defeat the bill, they could no doubt effect 
iby continuing the discussion. For his part, he 
gad no such object, and should therefore not say 
r word. 
Mt. WRIGHT observed, that having taken a 
considerable part in this debate last night, he was 
obnoxious to the inference to be drawn 
from the Senator’s remarks. He should not, how- 
ever, how occupy the time of the Senate, except 
merely toask if he was right in certain facts which 
be proposed now to state. And the first fact which 
be supposed to exist was, that the printers for the 
House of Representatives of the last Congress 
were paid 15 per cent, below the rates of printing 
autherized by the resolution of 1819. The next 
fact was, that the printers of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the present Congress contracted to do 
the printing at 5 per cent. below the rates of print- 
ing for the last Congress. And the next fact was, 
thatthe provision now introduced into this bill 
proposes to give the present printers 20 per cent. 
above the price stipulated by their own contract. 
If he was right in these simple facts—and he be- 
lieved he was——there was another question in ref- 


erence 0 Compensating -the printeis of Congress* 


for work other than that of contract work for the 
House. And that question was in relation to both 
the present printers of the Senate and the late print- 
ers, in connexion with the subject of printing the 
Compendium of the Census. 

The same majority who wish to add 20 per cent. 
to the contract price of printing for the present 
printers, deny to the late printers either their con- 
tract price, or the expenses out of pecket in doing 
the work of their contract. And this refusal) was 
grounded, as an honorable Senator had admitted 
and avewed, on the assumption that the late print- 
ers to Congress had made themselves so rich by 
their contract as printers, at prices 15 per cent. be- 
low the rates of the resolution of 1819, that they 
could have no claim on the charity of Congress to 
do them even the jastice of payiog them their due. 
Now, he believed it was very true that those gen- 
temen had become rich on the fair profits of their 
contract as printers for Congress. He was even 
willing to say, with the gentlemen opposite, that 
they got all they contracted for, and they deserved 
nothing from the charity of Congress. But if it be 
so—that the Jate printers, at rates 15 per cent. be- 
low the rates of 1819, made a fortune out of their 
contract; and that the present printers of the House 
of Representatives had, previously, for a period at 
least five times as long, enjoyed the printing con- 
tracts at the rates of 1819, and therefore should 
have made a fortune as much larger than that of 
the late printers as their time was longer, and their 
prices were higher;—on what principle of common 
sense, Or reasonable pretence, did they now come 
forward asking Congress for this charity? 

He was told, indeed, that the argument out of 
doors was, that their contract with the present 

ongress was a losing contract—that the prices 
did not afford them a fair compensation for the 


‘work they did. Well, if that really was so, the 


jobs must have been vastly more extensive, which 
the late printers hud to do, if they enabled them 
(2 'Wo or three sessions to make ample fortunes 
with barely 5 per cent. more than the rates con- 
(acted for by the present printers. But here 
again comes another question of fact: were the 
Printing jobs executed by the printers of the late 

gress really more exiensive, or of greater 
Magnitude, than those executed by the printers of 

Present Congress? And he met this question 
al once, by an unqualified assertion that they were 
nol. He had the fact from an intelligent member 
of the other House—an observant man, on whose 
)Uégment,the fullest reliance might be placed—that 
not only the ordinary printing for this Congress 
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was as extensive as that of any Congress for the 
Jast twenty years; but that the extra numbers of 
copies ordered of documenis deemed important, 
were more frequent and greater than the 
average of the whole twenty years. So much, 
then, for the justice, equity, and reasonableness of 
this claim of 20 per cent. additional on the prices 
of printing contracted for by the printers of the 


| House of Representatives for this Congress. 


Now, he was very willing to admit that the print- 
er of the Senate was notgo be considered as stand- 
ing on tbe same ground. The rules and practice 
ot che two Houses have not been at all in compar- 
ison. He was ready to say, in all candor, that not 
only had the ci:dinary printing of the Senate been 
considerably curtailed, but that, in consequence of 


| the reference of matters heretefore considered :ub- 


jects for printing to a Committee on Printing, the 
number of extra copies of general documents was 
not as great as the printer might have expected. 
But he believed the usual practice was still pursued 
in regard to ordering the standard extra copies of 
particular document:—such as the President’s mes- 
sage and accompanying documenis, &c.; from 
which the main profits of the printer were derived. 

He would not, however, take up the time of the 
Senate, further than to say, that it certainly was 
not unreasonable of those who were unable to per- 
Ceive apy just ground for this claim, to ask to re- 
cord their names against a proposition to bestow a 
gift upon prioters who have had such opportuni- 
ties of making their fortunes, merely because they 
were either neglectful of advantages in their own 
hands, or improvident in reaping the benefits they 
were afforded. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired of the Chair who 
were the Committee of Conference? 

The CHAIR replied: On the part of the House, 
Messrs. Fitumore, Botts, and G. Davis. On the 
part of the Senate, Messrs. Evans,”Tat~mapor, 
and Sevier. 

Mr. WOODBURY then rose and remarked that 
his purpose was merely to observe that it appeared 
to him the Sena'e now proposed to vote away vol- 
untarily, asa gift, thirty or forty thousand dollars 
out cf borrowed money. It could not even be said 
that aclaim had been set up by anybody for this 
gift. There was no memorial; no petition; no case 
proved; no evidence to show that the printers had 
suffered loss by their contract. There was nothing 
but a vague and general supposition of gentlemen, 
who knew nothing of the details of the printing 
business—resting, merely, on the assertions of 
the individuals who were to be the benefi- 
ciaries of the gift. If there had been a pe- 
tition or a memorial setting up a claim, it 
could bave been referred to a committee; and 
some investigation might have been made. There 
might have been a report from the Committee on 
Claims; and if a bill was presented, it would have had 
to go throngh the ordinary stages of legislation, 
giving a full opportunity for sifting its merits; and 
there could be no doubt of justice being done to 
both the claimant and the public. But, instead of 
that, as presumptive evidence that the proposition 
could not stand the'test of scrutiny, suddenly, on the 
last night of the session, it is introduced as a rider 
on an appropriation bill, which it is well known 
must be passed; and, without time for deliberation, 
inquiry, or reflection, a large sum is voted away, 
without being subjected to practical legislation at 
all. It was, to say the least of it, exceedingly ir- 
regular. Ifthe party had suffered any grievance 
by transactions with Congress, why not take the 
courre required of every other citizen, and apply 
in due form, at a seasonable period of the session, 
by petition and memorial. Ifthe claim was sound 
and good, it would be sure to meet with a fair re- 
port from the proper standing committee. But here 
nothing of the kind was done, evidently because there 
was neither just ground of complaint nor reason- 
able claim. Without that testimony of claim requir- 
ed from every other citizen, by a mere rider on a gen- 
eral appropriation bill, a large gift is made to an 
individual, (for it is not shown that jt is anything 
else than a gifi;) and that, too, under circumstances 
so suspicious and indefensible, that it -eannot fail 
to meet public condemnation. Gentlemen on the 
Opposite side, under all the circumstances, ought, 


for their own sakes, to recede at once from their 
amendment. It isa glaring ect of abuse of the 
legislative powers, of injustice to the public, and 
of inexcusable burden on the treasury. It could 
not be defended on the ground that riders were 
quite common on appropriation Sills; for never tll 
now did he recollect of avy rider being put upon 
an appropriation bill, unless it was the sabstaace of 
a matured, specific bill, thoroughly investigated 
and previously discussec’, or recommended by a re- 
pert of some commitece. Nothing of this kind had 
been done in regard to this proposition. lt wasa 
matter of mere gratuity, kept out of sight till the 
last moment, and then suddenly pressed forward in 
a manner that defied either investigation, delibera- 
tion, or opposition. No possible injustice can be 
done to the party by letting the matier lie over, to 
uodergo the ordinary course of legislation hereaf- 
ter. 

Mr. WALKER remarked, that there was a 
great deal of ordinary legislative business yet to 
be disposed of, for the despatch of which but a few 
hours of the session yet remained. He did not 
even allude to the large quantity of executive busi- 
ness to be disposed of, but to the most important 
bills of the session, awaiting the ection of the Sen- 
ale. It was plain, then, that the vote should be 
taken without further debate. He should vote with 
bis friends on this occasion now, as he had done 
from the beginning, in relation to this proposition. 
But he prayed that the vote should now be taken. 

The question was on concurring with the report 
of the Committee of Conference. 

The report was read. It recommends: 

Ist. That the House recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the pay of the printers to the present Congress to 
the rates allowed by the joint resolution of 1819. 

21. That the Senate recede from its amendment, 
increasing the pay of T. Allen, and of Blair & 
Rives, for printing tbe Compendium of the Sixth 
Census. But the commitiee also recommends the 
adoption of aclaure, providing that nothing con- 
tained in this bill shall operalé as a bar to the 
claims of Allen and Blair & Rives, hereafter, for 
the full amount of ecmpensation for executing the 
printing of the Compencium,. 


3d. That the House recede from ils disagreement 
to the Senate’s amendment, by which the appro- 
priation for the salaries of the Recorder and Soli- 
citor of the General Land Office is retained. 


4th. That the House and Senate recede from the 
several amounts named by them as the salaries of 
travelling agents of the Post Office Department; 
and that the sum of $1,250 be fixed as the annual 
pay of those officers. 

A division of the question was demanded. 

The CHAIR said he had examined with much 
anxiety the subject of the division of a question on 
the report of a Committee of Conference, and had 
come to the conclusion, on the reasonableless of the 
case, that it would be exceedingly embarrassing to 
admit ef any such division. He hoped, therefore, 
it would meet the approval of the Senate that 
he should decide that the question did not admit of 
a division, 


The call for the division of the question was not 
urged; and the yeas and nays having been called 
for, and ordered, the question was taken on con- 
curring with the report of the Comntitiee of Con- 
ference, and decided ip the affirmative—yeas 27, 
nays 17, as follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Hendeison, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Pheips, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
madge, White, and Woodbridge— 27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williawns, Woodbury, and Wright—17. 


Oa motion by Mr. PORTER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill for the relief of Thomas Weaver 
and Jacob Heyberger, sureties of the Norristown 
Railroad Company. 

Mr. PORTER withdrew the amendment he > 
posed, to add, as an additional section to this il, 
the bill permitting railroad ‘ron te be importe 
free of duty. 
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The bill was then reported te the Senate, and 


passed. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, leave wasgranted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of Sarah Barker. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petifion and papers 
of Richard Harris and Nimrod Farrow. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, leave was 
granted to withdraw the papers of William Jones. 

Oo motion by Mr, BUCHANAN, leave was 
granted to withdraw the papers of Mr. McMaurtrie 
from the files. 

On motion, the Senate, about 10 o’clock, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and whatever of legislative business the Senate 
transacted afier that hour, the reporters had no 
means of ascertaining, not having bad access to the 
gallery. They remained in and about the vesti- 
bale and retundo til balf-pasi 2 o’clock, a. m., at 
which hour the coors of the Senate were thrown 
open; but that body bad then closed its lahors. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 3. 
The reading of the journal of yesterday was in 
part dispensed with. 
Mr. LOWELL preseuted the petition of Byron 
W. Darling, and 144 other citizens of Blue Hill, 
Maice, praying Congres for an additional duty oa 


sawed lumber, spars, piles, wood, bark, &c., from 
the British provinces; which was referred to the | 


Committee of Ways and Means. 


On motions severally made by Messrs. CARU. | 
THERS and BIRDSEYE, the 16th and 171h joint | 


rules were suspended, so as ‘to admit certain pri- | 


vate bills to be sent to the Sefate and the Presi- 
dent. 
COTTON RIGGING. 


Mr. PICKENS offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to the next | 


Congross all the evidence and facts that can be obtained in re- | 
lation tothe fitness and use of cotton.as an article for sails and | 
roping in the navy, and shipping of the country; and, also, 

that the Secretary of War report tothe next Congress on the | 
fitness of the same article for tents, &c. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered as an amendment | 


the following: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy inform this House 





what has caused the delay in making the annual statement, re- 
quired by the resolution ef the Mouse of August 24, 1842, | 
ehowing the “amount of expenditure of each vessel for the pre- | 


ceding year, including all expenses in repair thereof, and for 


the armamentand equipment thereol, and all expenses in keep. | 


ing her afloat, if afloat; or in dock, i! lying up; also, the num. 


ber of days during the year that each ship was actually at sea; 


and that a eimilar report of each ship hereafter built or pur- 
chased be made, 50 as to exhibit an annual and aggregate ac- 


count of the costs and expenses of each ship, and the service | 


rendered by it to the country; and, also, specifying the amount 


of materials, as weil as ‘he amount for Jabor in the building or | 


repairing each ship;’? which said annual statement is to be 
made the “first week in January in each year, or as early 
thereafter as practicable.” 


Mr. WISE objected to the amendment, and it | 


was not received. 
The resolution was then adopted. 
Mr. LINN, from the Committee on 


Expenditures, made a report. Mr. L. cffered 


Public 


a resolution calling for information as to the num- | 


ber of defaulters since March, 1841; Lut objection 
was made. 
Mr. STANLY wished the House to take up a 


bili for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson, | 


widow of the late Colonel Thompson, 


Mr. TALIAFERRO made a speech in behalf of | 


Nancy Poleriski. 

The bill for her relief was taken up, and passed; 
‘and the rules suspended, so as 'o permit it to be 
sent to the President. 

Mr. STANLY moved to take up the bill above 
mentioned, (for the rehef of Mrs. Thompson.) 

The bill was taken up, and passed. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made a report, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, embodying a 
plan for the classification of the officers and clerks 
of the Government: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

PRINTING CHARTS. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered a resolution, 
making it the duty of the Clerk to furnish fifty 
copies of all maps and charts furnished by the 
Topographical Bureau, to that bureau; and also 





of the House. 

Mr. I. stated that these officers were in the habit 
of preparing maps and charts for Congress, which 
were printed, and they received no copies what- 
ever. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered an amendment, author- 
izing the pridting of the charts accompanying the 
report from the War Department io relation to 
lake harbors—provided the cost of the same shall 
not exceed the cost of the paper aad press-woik 
used, 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL STATIS- 
TICS. 

Mr. SHIELDS offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby, 
required to procure, through the consular and diplomatic agents 
of this Government abroad, and such other means as to him 
may seem most suitable, full and accurate information as to the 
wholesale and retail prices in foreign markets, during the year 
commencing on the Ist day of December last, of all commodi- 
lies upon which duties are levied under existing laws, as well 
as of such as are imported free of duty—with the rates of in- 
surance, freight, and commissions, usually charged at the 
places of export upon said commodities, when imported into 
this country; the modes and terms of sale customary there; 
the average rates of exchange during each month in said year; 
and the true par of exchange between this and each foreign 
country: also, as to the duties of export and import; and, as 
far as practicable, the various internal taxes levied upon such 
commodities, either in a crude, partially manufactured, or 
whoily complete state; together with the rates of wages in the 
various branches and occupations of labor and of personal 
service in the business of commerce aud trade. And it shall 
be his duty, also, to procure, from said consuls and diplomatic 
agents, full and regular files of price-current sheets, for said 
year, at each of the most important foreign markets; and such 
other documents and publications as may exhibit truly the in- 
formation called for in this resolution—which shall be trans- 
mitted to this House at the next session of Congress; and from 
which, together with the reports received from said agents, and 
such other information as may be obtained, he shall compile, 
and have printed, for the use of this House, a document, em. 
bodying all the information called for, arranged in such manner 
as to be most convenient for reference and comparison—exer- 
cising speciacare, in all instances, to give said information in 
Federal currency, weights, and measures. 

Mr. BRIGGS offered the following as an amend- 
ment: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be prepared a general 
aiatistical statement of the funding system of the United States 
and of Great Britain, by Jonathan Elliot,to be accompanied by 
such tabular facts of other nations, touching the same subject, 
as may tend to more fully illustrate said statement. 

Mr. MERIWETHER wished to know how 
much less than ten thousand dollars this latier 
scheme would cost. 

No answer was heard 

The amendment was agreed to, ahd the resolu- 
tion, as amended, adopted. 

The SPEAKER scnbmitted a series of executive 
communications; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be prinied. 

Ai the instance of Mr. POPE, the bill for the 
relief of George Harrison was taken up and passed. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD called up the bills reported 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia; 
and, after some opposition, the following were 
passed; 

The bill to provide for the completion of the 
lunatic asylum in Washington City. 

The bill to provide for the completion of the 
Potomac bridge. 

The biil making an appropriation for the sup- 
port of the Junatics now in the Baltimore Asylum, 
until the asylum in this city shall be completed, 

The bill ineorporating the orphan asylum and 
female free school in Alexandria. 


POST ROUTES. 


Mr. W. SMITH moved to take up the bill from 
the Senate to repeal certain parts of the act of 31st 
August, 1842, establishing certain post routes; 
which bill was reported from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, with a recommenda- 
lion,that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. FILLMORE objecied. 

Mr. W. SMITH moved a suspension of the 
rules; but the motien was not carried. 

Mr. S. said he had obiained a decision, and was 
satisfied. 

Mr. GWIN moved that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN endeavored to persuade 


copies of all scientific documents printed by order 


ee 


the House to take up and pass the bill for Ube 
lief of Walker, Caruthers, & Co. 

A message was received from the Senate 
nouncing the suspension by that body of the 17 
jomt rale, which probibi's bills which pass 10.4, 
from being sent to the President, 

The resoluticn of the Senate Suspending this 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN still- insisting on his motion to 
into committee, it was put and lost. 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 


The act to reduce the rates of postage was igh 
up; the question being oa the disagreement of 4 
Senate to the amendments cf the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS meved that the House insist op r 
amendments; and 

Under the operation of the previous qu 
the motion was decided in the affirmative, 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the Senate } 
Asnpry Dicrins, esq, their Secretary, returns 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 9; 
certain amendment:; and, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the same y,, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole op 
state of the Union. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution, proy 
ding that all debate in Committee of the Whole, 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill g 
cease in one hour afier the bill shall be taken y 
in committee; and that the committee shall} 
proceed to vote on the amendments of the Sep 
thereto, together with sach amendments as may} 
made to the same. Afier which, the bill an 
amendments shall be reported to the House. 

This resolution was adopted. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WISE, from the managers on the part of ih 
Committee of Conference appointed to confer ¢ 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on th 
amendments to the naval appropriation bill, mads 
the following report: 

The managers on the part of the House of Representative 
on the disagreeing vote of the two Houses on the 6ih amend 
mewp of the Senate to House bill No. 659, report that they ha 
conferred with the managers onthe part of the Senate, and rec 
ommend to the House of Representatives to adopt, as a subs: 
tute for the saidamendment of the Senate, the following prov 
ion, to wit: 

“And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 
an examination to be made of the expediency, practicability, 
and probable expense of consiructing a dry-dock in the harto 
of New Yofk, upon the plan of using, as an elevating power 
the water of the Croton aqueduct, and of sufficient capacity 
rebuild orrepaira 74-gun ship; and to cause an examinations 
any other plan or plans of a dry-dock or floating dock in 
harbor, deemed worthy by the Secretary to be on updos 
and to report the result of such examination, with his opinic 
thereon, to the next session of Congress. And all further ex 
penditures, under the rete heretofore made for 
dry-dock in said harbor, shall be suspended until the lst dayo 
January next. And the sum of one hundred thousand dolla 
shall be, and the same hereby is, appropriated for the cone 
tion of a floating dry-dock at Pensacola, of capacity suffices 
for the repair of frigates of the smaller class, and upons 
plan as the Secretary of the Navy shall approve.” 


Mr. Wise having moved the previous questi 
on adopting the report, 

Mr. CALHOUN raised the question of order 
that the report must be considered in Committe 
of the Whole, on the ground that it involved a 
appropriations. 

Mr. WISE denied that any new appropriati 
was involved in the report; and, after a brief cot 
versation between Messrs. WISE and CALHOUN 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for a division of t 
question, so as to take it, first, on that part of 
report relating to the Brooklyn dry-dock; and, 
ond, on the remainder of the report. 

Mr. WISE contended that the report was 20 
susceptible of a division; that, although it embrae 
two propositions, yet, being the result of a¢ 
mittee of conference, in which one of the propos 
tions would not have been accepted without! 
other, the report itself was a whole, and could 0° 
be divided. 

The SPEAKER having decided that the 
was susceptible of division, 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; 
having been ordered, the question was taken, 
(under the operation of the previous questi 
on the first branch of the report, relative to" 
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lhe klyn dry-dock, and decided in the affirmative 
Breas 149, nays 20. . 
ale, y question was then taken on the second 
he 1g auch of the report, and also decided in the affirm- 
Ot cive—yeas 100, nays 23. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
his ry On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
nto, ycKennaw of Pennsylvania in the chair,) and 
ook up the amendments of the Senate to the civil 
spd diplomatic appropriation bill. 
8 take The amendments having been read— 
At of ¢ Mr. FILLMORE said that be would make an 
explanation of the several amendments, before 
st on i ing on them in committee. 
The first amendment Telated to the printing of 
u Congress; simply declaring, by law, that resolu- 
ons of the two Houses separately shall not con- 
i: ol the settlement of the accounts for this object; 
and the effect of it is to raise the prices of the print- 
aa ing of the House up to what they were under the 
oe wof 1819. 
Ul, Wi MThe next amendment related to the appropria- 
tin made in the House for defraying the expenses 
ms of printing what was called the Compendium of 
OD OGM ihe Sixth Census. This House made an appro- 
iation covering the actual outlay of the persons 
“Ath who did the work; and the Senate had increased 
a hat appropriation, providing that the accounts 
st shal] be settled and paid for at the rates paid by 
ake0 UA ine House. for its printing. He confessed it seemed 
= to him to be bat reasonable that these persons 
+ Beng should be paid as well for their labor, with some 
bal, “GEE reasorable profit, as for their actual outlay. 
uh am He proceeded to notice the other amendments of 
- the Senate in succession, with brief explanatory re- 
marks, which were not heard with distinctness at 
La. ihe reporters’ desk. 
rt of th Mr. PICKENS addressed the committee in op- 
ynfer ¢ position io the amendment by which the pay of 
On (hGH the printers to this House was to be increased, and 
ll, mad@l showed that the reduction in the price of printing 
which had been agreed upon at the commence- 
sentatives ment of the session was reasonable and just, as the 
Hane printing could now be done with greater cheap- 
auelan ness*than formerly. He hoped, therefore, that the 
8a subsite well-considered retrenchment which the House 


ng POV bad effected would not thus be defeated by an item 
dto cap in the civiland diplomatic appropriation bill, at 
cticabilityZ this Jast hour of the session. He also made some 


the h 0 
ng power, 
apacity 

nination 0 
ck in 


ebservations expressive of his views on other 
amendments in the bill, particularly advocating 
aconcurrence in those which proposed to remove 


ried upoaimme (be statue of Washington to a place in which it 
iis opisiogme Would do credit to the artist and to the country, and 
rayay: lo pay just extra Compensation to the gallant offi- 
ist day c’ts Of the exploring expedition, by whom valua- 


ind dolla 
£ CO 

y eufficies 
upon suc 


ble public services were rendered to the country. 

Mr. G. DAVIS next obiained the floor; but he 
was stopped by a 

The CHAIRMAN, who said ther@were gentle- 
men sanding near the speaker, (Mr. Davis,] in 
the aisle, who must take their seats. 

(Mr. Prorrit of Indiana was the gentleman 
patticularly alluded to. He was employed, with 
Mr. Wise and others, at the desk of Mr. Fittmore, 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(who had the civil and diplomatic bill in charge,) 
han examination of the amendments which the 
committee had to act upon; the manuscript copy in 
the care of Mr. Fittmore being the only ene to 
Which the members had access. } 

Mr. PROFFIT expressed his astonishment at 
the peremptory and unusual manner in which the 
Chairman had commanded him to take his seat. 
He said that was the only place where he could see 
the amendments made to the bill; and he thought 
he had a right to examine those amendments upon 
Which he should be called to give his vote. © 

The CHAIRMAN (peremptorily:) The gentle- 
man from Indiana must take his seat. 

Mr. PROFFIT stood for a moment, evidently in 
great astonishment, and then said, firmly: Sir, I 
will not take my seat. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indi- 
aba is ordered to take his seat. 
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eettit A great sensation was instantaneously created, 
ve to | and much confusion ensued. Some half a dozen 


gentlemen sprang to the floor, and each addressed 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Chair; the Chairman peremptorily ordering the 


gentleman from Indiana to his seat at the same 
time. Some observations were made on the hyper- 
criticism of the Chairman, who had corrected the 
gerileman from South Carolina, [Mr. riage) 
who, in the hurry of debate, acdressed the Cha®- 
man as ‘Mr. Speaker,” instead of “Mr. Chair- 
map,” and on the unusual striciness of discip'ine 
which he was so peremptorily enforcing; and cthers 
called upon the commitiee to rise, that the lan- 
guage of the gentleman from Indiana might be re- 
ported to the House. e latter, there were Mr. 
G. DAVIS, Mr. A.H. H. STUART, Mr. BRIGGS, 
and some others. 

Mr. BOTTS protested against the conduct of 
the Chairman. He asserted positively that the 
gentleman from Indana was not outof order; and 
he begged the Chairman to bear in mind that the 
House of Representatives was not a school-house. 
[Cries of ‘order,’ and confusion. } 

Mir. WISE (who was also at Mr. Fittmore’s 
desk) rose, and, with great blandness of manner, 
appealed to the House to let this matterdrop. He 


hoped, on this last day of the sesuon, nothing se- || 


rious would grow out of such a circumstance. He 
would be responsible for his friend [Mr. Prorrir]} 
that he would keep order. 

Mr. OLIVER, during these proceedings, had 
drawn Mr. Prorrit to his desk, and succeeded in 


pouring oil on the troubled waters; and the affair || 


was allowed to terminate, 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS then proceeded to dis- 
cuss the amendment which proposed to pay Messrs. 
Blair & Rives and Mr. Allen for printing the Com- 
pendium of the Sixth Census, going over the well- 
known detailed statement of that business. 

Mr. W. SMITH made some explanatory s'ate- 
ments, 

Mr. J. C. CLARK then replied to the genile- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. G. Davis,] and advo- 


cated the payment to Mr. Allen of the amount | 


stated in the bill. 
Mr. GORDON opposed the item proposing an 


increase of pay to the printers to this House; and | 


stated that the present printers were instrumental 
in procuring a reduction of the price of printing to 
the amount of five per cent. below that at which it 
had been done by Messrs. Blair & Rives; and that, 
at that price, they could do the printing ata living 
profit. They had thus driven other printers from 
the course of competition; and now, at the close of 
the session, they were to have the origina! prices 
restored, by which at least $25,000 would be put 
into their pockets, 
procedure. 

After a few remarks from Mr. FILLMORE and 
Mr. MERIWETHER, the question was taken, 
by tellers, on the amendment proposing to give ad- 
ditional pay to the printers, and the committee re- 


fused to concur; the vote being—ayes 60, noes 66. | 


The question next recurred on the amendment of 
the Senate, striking out $15,849 64, as the amount 
to be paid Thomas Allen for printing 20,000 copies 
of the Census, and $8,924 82 to be paid to Blair 
& Rives for printing the same document; and in- 
serting, in lieu thereof, a clause directing a sum not 
exceeding $43,579 66, to be paid to Thomas Al- 
len, and ‘not exceeding $24,050 to be paid Blair & 
Rives for printing the same document—with a pro- 
viso that neither Thomas Allen nor Blair & Rives 
shall be paid ata greater rate than that paid for 
the public printing at the present session of Con- 
gress—the charges to be verified by practical print- 
ers. 

Aftez a verbal amendment by Mr. Fittmorne— 

The question was taken upon the amendment of 
the Senate abovelstated, and it was lost—ayes 50, 
neos not counted. 

, The next amendment of the Senate, legalizing 
the clerks and officers employed temporarily at 
resent, was rejecied. 

The next amendment ef the Senate, reinstating 
the appropriation of the salaries of the Recorder 
and Solicitor of the General Land Office, which had 
been stricken out by the House, was agreed to— 
ayes 66, noes 60. 

The next amendment, making an appropriation 
of $40,000 for a custom-house at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, was taken up. 





He protested against sucha | 
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Mr. BARNARD moved to amend it, by adding 
thereto a clause making an appropriation of $60,- 
000 for the preservation and repair of works for 
the improvement of harbors and navigation of 
rivers heretofore commenced, and for which no ap- 
propriation bas been mace this session. 

Mr. W. SMITH contended that the amendment 
Was notin order, 

The CHAIR decided it was. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to amend the 
amencment by adcing $40,000 for a custom: house 
atSavannah. Rejected. 

The amendment of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Barnarp] was also rejected—ayes 54, 
noes not counted. 

Various amendments to the amendment of the . 
Senate were offered and rejecied—by Mr. BOARD- 
MAN, $10,000 for a new light-house at New Ha- 
ven; by Mr. WASHINGTON, $10,000 for a cus- 
tom-house at Newbern, North Carolina; by Mr. 
KING, $20 000 for a custem-house ai Savannah, 
Georgia. 

The amendment of the Senate above mentioned 
was then agreed to. 

The next amendment, making an appropriation 
for three months’ extra allowance to the officers of 
the exploring expedition, was concurred in—ayes 
84, noes not counted. 

The next amendment, appropriating $1,200 for 
preserving the botanical specimens brought home 
by the exploring squadron; and $5,000 for remov- 
ing the statue of Washington, and erecting a tem- 
porary covering over it, in the front grounds of 
the Capitol, under the direetion of Mr. Greenough, 

| was concurred in. 

Also, the amendment appropriating $1,000 for 
an agent to superintend the transmission of the 
mail trom Chagres, acress the isthmus, to Pa- 
pama. 

Aiso, the amendment appropriating $1,454 for 
pulling down the old furnaces, and erecting new 
ones, underneath the rctundo of the Capitol, ac- 
cording to the proyzosition of John Skirving. 

Mr. CALHOUN made an ineffectual attempt to 
obtain an appropriation of $4,000 fer completing 
the ventilation of the Capitol. 

The next amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the salaries of the travelling agents of the Post 
Office Department from $1,000 to $1,500, was non- 
concuried in. 

The amendments being all through, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
rise, and report the bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired whether it would be in 
order to move an amendment respecting his refusal, 
on the order of the Chairman, to take his seat. 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded to make a state- 
ment, 














Mr. PROFFIT wished to know whether the 
amendment he had intimated would be in order. 

The CHAIRMAN saic not. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he designed to appeal to the 
House in relation to the manner in which he had 
been treated. 

During the sitting of the committee, several mes- 
Sages were received from the Senate and the Presi- 
dent; and several bills returned from the Senate 
with amendments were committed. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
with the amendments. 

Mr. L, W. ANDREWS moved the previous 
question; which was sustained. 

The question first came up on concurring in the 
amendments of the Senate, providing that neither 
of the two Houses shall, by resolution of its own, 
fix the prices of the public printing—the effect of 
it being to raise the prices of the printing of the 
two Houses 20 per cent., or what they were under 
the joint resolution of 1819, 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
question was taken on this amendment, and de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 59, nays 88, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, Thos. J. Campbell, Childs, John C. Clark, Jas. 
Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, 
Granger, Hall, Howard, Joseph R. Ingereoll, Wm. W. Irwin, 
William Cost Johnson, Ieaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Linr, McKennan, Mathiot, Morgan, Morrie, Morrow 
Pearce, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Alexander Randall, 8 Alex- 
ander H. H. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W, Thompson, Pillies. 
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hast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rensselaer, Edward 
D, White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher 
H. Willieme, Joseph L. Whiliams, Winthrop, Wise, and Au 
gustus Young—69 

NAYS—Mesers. Sheriock J. Andrews Arnold, Arrington, 
Babcock, Baker, Beeson, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, Patri k 


©. Caldweil, Cathoun, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, | 


Ohapman, Clinton, Coles, Cowen, Garrett Davia, Richard B. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doig, John G Floyd, Charies 
A. Floyd, Gamble, Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Harria, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Mubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jonea, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, John Thomson Mason, 
Mattocks, Maxwel!, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Ramaey, 
Rayner, Read, Roding, Rencher, Reynolis, Riggs, Rodney, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, Wiliam Russell, James M. Ruesell, Sewell, 
Shaw, Shields, Wm. Smith, Spyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Miratton, 
Trotti, Tursey, Watterson, and Yorke—83 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The next question was on concurring in the 
amendmenis of the Senate in relation io printing 
the Compendium of the Sixth Census; and, the 
proviso adopted in Committee of the Whole hav- 
ing been adopted, 

The question was taken on concurring in the 
amendment as amended, and decided in the neg- 
alive—ayes 55, noes 94, as follows: 


YEAS —Mesars. Adame, Allen, Baker, Barnard, Barton, 
Birdseye, Blair, Borden, Briggé, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, 
Childs, John C. Cluk, James Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, 
John Edwards, Bverett, Filjmore, Gates, Gilmer, Howard, 
Hudeon, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jotn P. 
Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Motrow, Oliver, Osborne, 
Pearce, Pope, Powell, Ridgway, Sa!tonetall, Slade, Soyder, 
Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van 
Renssciaer, Wallace, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
and Wise—55 

NAYS-—Messrs. Landaif W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, 
Babcock, Beeson, Boardman, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Bron- 
sen, Aaron VY. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
Burnell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cowen, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deherry, 
Doig, John G. Floyd, Charles A. F “yd, Graham, Granger, 


Halsted, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Charlee J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, 
Lewis. Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Ow ley, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Benjamin Randali, 
Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Kigga, Rodney, 
Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell. James M. Russell, 
Sewell, Shaw, Shepperd, Shielda, William Smith, Spricg, 
Stanly, Steenrod, Siiation, John T. Siuart, Taliaferro, Tro ul, 


Turney, Van Buren, Watterson, Joseph L. White, Yorke, 
and Augustus Yourg—91. 

Mr, FILLMORE bere moved that the House 
take a recess from 4 to 6 o'clock; which motion, 
by general consent, was agreed to. 

The question was next taken on the amendment 
of the Senate, legalizing the employment of cer- 
tain clerks in the State Department; and it was 
not concurred in. 

The question was then taken en the amendment 
of the Senate, defraying the expenses of distribu- 


ting the remaiuing copies of the printed returns of | 


the Sixth Census—2.500. 
concurred in. 


The question was taken on cencurring in the 
amendment of the Senate, restoring the appropria- 
tion for the salaries of the Solicitor and Recorder 
of the General Land Office, which had been struck 
out by the House. 

Mr. GILMER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered: and, on taking the question, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 62, nays 79, 
as follows: 


This amendment was 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Barnard, Birdseye, Board- 
man, Bowne, Childs, Clinton, James Cooper, Cowen, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Granger, Holmes, 
Howard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William 
Cost Johnson, John P, Kennedy, King, Linn, Lowell, McKen- 
nan, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, 
Morrow, Oliver, Pearce, Plumer, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, 
Rodney, James M. Russell, Saltonstal!, Sanford, Slade, Wm 
Smith, Sianly, Stokely, Toland, Tomlinsoa, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Van Rensselaer, Watterson, Westbrook, Edward D. 
White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher 
Hi. Williams, Joseph L. Wilhams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, 
and John Young—62._« 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Babcock, Beeson, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, Charies 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Burnell, Patrick C. Cald- 
well, William B. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Richard D. Davis, De. 
berry, Doig, John C. Edwards, John G, Floyd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Gilmer, Graham, Haisted, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Cave John- 
soe, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, abraham Mc- 
Cleilan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, John Thomson 
Mason, Mathiot, Medill, Michell, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, 
Rameey, ,Benjamio Randall, Alexander Randall, Reed, Red- 
ing, Reacher, Ridgway, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 
Sewell, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexander 
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H. H. Swart, John T. Stuart, Troui, Turney, and Under. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





wood—79. 
The other amendments were all concurred in. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


» Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House take 
up the treasury note bill, which bad come [rom the 
Senate with an additional section as an amendment. 

The question was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE explained the object of the 
amendment, and moved the previous qnestion 
upon it, which was sustained by the House. 

The amendment was%iot concorred in. 


MILITARY DIVISIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


On the motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Atagrton in 
the chair,) and took up bill No. 792, being a bill 
to divide the United States into two military dis- 
tricts, 

Mr. STANLY addressed the commitiee on this 
bill, in opposition to it. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS replied to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, who, he said, had evi- 
dently not examined the bill, and did not onder- 
stand it. 

The debate was continved by Mr. JAMES 
COOPER, who moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House took 
a recess for two hours—it being now 4 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


At 6 o'clock the chairman of the Committee of 
the Whole [Mr. Arnerton] resumed the chair. 


MILITARY DIVISIONS OF THE U. S. 


The pending question was a motion that the 
committee rise. 

Mr.C. H. WILLIAMS hoped that the com- 
mittee woul! not rise without reporting the bill. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
rise. The Chair reported ayes 12, noes 34. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded that the fact tbat there 
was ho quorum present be reported to the House. 

Mr.C. H. WILLIAMS cailed for a count. 

Tellers reported ayes 8, noes 69. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted upon the fact being re- 
ported to the House. 

After ineffectual attempts on the part of several 
gentlemen to prevent the committee from rising— 
Mr. A. insisting on his demand— 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the fact that 
there was no quorum must be reported to the 
House. 


The commitiee rose, accordingly, and reported 
the faci. 


Mr. ADAMS moved that there be a call of the 
House, and called forthe yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 45, 
nays 79 

So the House refused to order a call. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered a resolution, di- 
recting that all debate in Committee of the Whole 
en the bill to divide the United States into two mil- 
itary districts shall cease in fifteen minutes after 
the House shall go into Committee of the Whole. 
The resolution was agreed to. 

The bill authorizing a re-issue of treasury notes 
was returned from the Senaie—that body adhering 
to its amendment. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House ad- 
hered to its disagreement; and a comm'ttee of con- 
ference was ordered to be appointed. 

The bil! from the Senate, to provide for holding 
a circuit court of the United States at Williams. 
port, in the western district of Pennsylvania, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin 
Ogie Tayloe, returned from the Senate with an 
amesdinent, was next taken up. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved that the bi!! be laid on 
the table. After much noise, agreed to—ayes 78, 
noes 47. 

The Senate’s amendment to the bill for the relief 
of John Skirving was concurred ip. 

Also, the Senate’s amendment to the bill grant- 
ing pensions to certain widows and revolutionary 
soldiers. : 

Also, the amendment of the Senate to the bill 


for the i comm 
protection of etce . 
shores of Lake Michigan. Om the wes 
Also, the amendments to the bill in Telation 
pre-emption rights. [Title not beard.] 
The bill from the Senate for the relief of R, 
B. Lewis was read three times, and passed. 
; bar a — a —— to David Wei 
ailed at first, for want of two-thirds to suspen 
rales. te 
Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS ealled for tellers whieh 
were ordered; and the motion to suspend Was ap 
ried—ayes 96, noes 34. . 
The bill was then passed. 


LADIES. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was ung 
mously resolved that, fer this evening, ladies should 
be admitted on the floor of the hall. 

The SPEAKER, by genera! consent, laid before 
the House several Executive communications, 


MILITARY DISTRICTs, 


On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS,at7 0} 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed ih. 
consideration of the military district bil). 

After much confusion, and several at'empis, ip. 

, I » 
effectually made, to lay the bill aside, with a view 
to take up ether business, (i. e. the fine bill, &e.) 
the committee rose and reported it to the House, 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved the previous 
question. . 

Mr. WISE moved that the bill be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. YORKE asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. . 

Mr. WISE withdrew his motion. 

And the question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question; which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken, 
(being on the engrossment.) 

Mr. W. SMITH asked the yeasand nays, which 
were ordered; and, being’ taken, were—yeas 98, 
nays 69, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Babcock, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, Boardman, 
Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milten 
Brown, Charles Brown, William Butler, William O. Buuer, 
Green W. Caldwell, John Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, John C. Clark, Clinton, 
Cranston, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, 
John C, Edwards, Ferris, Charics A. Floyd, Fornance, Gan- 
ble, Gentry, Gilmer, Green, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Houston, 
Charles J. ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Keim, Lane, Lewis, Lit: 
tlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F, Marshall, John Thomson Mason, 
Medill, Miller, Morgan, Oliver, Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Rodney, Rogers, Shepperd, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Wash 
ington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Augustus 
Young— 98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Birdseye, Briggs, Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittenden, C James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Cra’ 
Cushing, Ga Davis, Everett, Gates, Patrick G Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Hopkins, Houck, Howari, 
Hudson, William Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, 
McKay, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Mex. 
well, Meriwether, Morris, Osborne, Pearce, Powell, Ramsay, 
Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Rencher, seek 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Sal 
Sanford, Sewell, Shaw, Slade, William Smith, Snyder, Stanly, 
Tomlinson, Trotti, Van Rensselaer, Joseph L. ite, Thomas 
W. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, and John Young—#9. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
third reading at this time. 

And, having been read a third time, the bill was 
passed. 

Mr. P. G.. GOODE, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, made a report. 

A message was received from the Senate, st& 
ting that that body receded from its third amend: 
ment to the general appropriation bill, but i 
sisted on its others. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

At the request of Mr. FILLMORE, this bill was 
taken up. The House, on his motion, per 
in its disagreement to the amendments of the Seo- 
ate, anda Committee of Conference was 
to be appointed. 

THE SPEAKER'S ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. WELLER of Ohio, on leave given, bad 
presented the following resolution: sis 
Resolved, That the thanks of this House be offered to 
Hon, Jou Watt for the able, imipardal , and dignified mas 
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in which he hae discharged the duties of Speaker during the 
aw 


iid Mr. CHAS. BROWN, baving stated that 

supposed the yeas and nays would not be taken 
” ihe resolution; but that he, for one, could not 
wt jor it, proceeded (amidst much manifest sen- 
° in the hall) to make some remarks. 

He did not intend, he said, to make a speech on 
je resolation, though he was epposed to its adop- 
". The vote he was about to give wes not his 
- He was here the representative of some 

of the people of these United States, and 

he was asked to vote that the Speaker of 

House had acted, as Speaker, in an impartial 
gaaner, he could not assent to it. 


Mr. McKEON interposed, and, remarking that 
q wes rather eatly in the evening to enter upon 
sigvedject, appealed to the gentleman to permit 
ai sadject to lie over until they could dispose of 
jy business before them. 


ir. BROWN declined to comply with the re- 
st, and proceeded. The people he represented 
ere, be said, had interests, and they had a right 
grote way or other to have them represented in 
ibis House. In the formation of the committees 
of this House at the last session, Mr. B. had been 
on a committee that had no relation to any 
of bose interests of his constituents in the most 
mote maoner. He had refused to serve on that 
qimittee, and had given his reasons therefor to 
ihe House. That committee had no duties to per- 
form in which his constituents had any interest 
whalever. In the formationof the committees of 
his House, again bis name did not appear. 
{A distant voice: “It ought not to appear.”’) 
Mr. B. put it to gentlemen that his name bad as 
da right there as the gentleman's name, al- 
ihough he did come from Kentucky. That por- 
tion of the people of Philadelphia which he repre- 
gated had as good a right as the people of Ken- 
inky, or asthe people of any other place, to be 
ward, and to have their interests consulted here; 
sd When they were insulted, or at least neglected, 
hecould not stand here in a craven spirit to vote 
hat the Speaker had discharged his duties in an 
impartial manner. For the Speaker, in all the pri- 
me relations of life, Mr. B. had the highest re- 
gee; but the vote he was about to give was of 
sme public consequence or of no consequence, 
atdhe could not vote for the resolution; and he 
night say that, in many instances, the Speaker had 
10 conducted himself, as Speaker of the House, in 
«@ impartial manner; but he left the House to 
jndge for itself. For one, standing here as a 
Representative of the people, and feeling that the 
Speaker had not treated them and their representa- 
tive in this hall with justice, Mr. B. deemed it his 
duty to pronounce in this House that the Speaker 


bad not done the duties of Speaker of the House . 


of Representatives. 

Mr. B. had heard a voice say thagebe (Mr. B.) 
ought not to have been placed there. 

[Adistant voice: “You did; I repeatit. I say 
ton my own authority and responsibility.] 

Mr. B continued. When he had entered this 
hill as a Representative of a portion of the people 
of these United States, he had come in here as a 
Representative second to none. He was the Rep- 
lesetiative of 68,000 people; they had thought 
proper to send him here—to dignify him as a Rep- 
Iesentative of ihe American peopie; and no man here, 
20 matter how old he might be, or how high out of 
ibis House, had any better claims to be heard than 
be had. They were all equal on this floor; and, 
for one, he had not been sent here to ‘play second 

le to any man; nor should he do it. He would 
vole, so far as the personal relations between him- 
tif and the Speaker were concerned, in honor of 
the Speaker; but he could not say that he bad acted, 
With reference to his public daties, in an impartial 
manner. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to make an appeal to those 
gentlemen with whom it had been his pride and 

te to act on a!l great public questions. He 
doped they would make no opposition to the pres- 
ent resolution. Mr. P. well remembered when, on 
‘similar occasion, a similar resolation had been 
leadered to a Speaker who had presided with dis- 
tinguished ability over the House, that it was as- 
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sailed with bitterness—I alinde to Mr. Speaker 
Polk. I thowght then it was unkind and und gai- 
fied, and think so still. It was unworthy of the oc- 
casion. And let us not now imita'e an example 
set us by our opponents, which it does not become 
us to follow. Where they acied wrong, let us do 
right. Let us,on this occasion, in our closing 
scenes, act with liberality and generosity. 

Mr. Speaker, | came here a member in 1834, 
soon after I was of an age to be eligible; and 1 can 
say, without arrogance, that there has been no 
great public question th as arisen, from that 
lime to the present, in I have not taken an 
active and decided part; and on any measure in- 
volving vital principle, 1 think I can say that I 
would be amongst the last to yield. It has been 
my habit, on all such measures, to be firte-and de- 
cided, and even sometimes ultra. But, while it 
has been my pride to take the highest and most un- 
compromising grounds upon questions of principle, 
yet, in everything involving the mere courtesies 
of life, and personal liberality, it is the glory of my 
nature to yield, where generosity demands it. 

I lock upon the present resolution as involving 
no principle, but as an act ofusual compliment, 
habitually paid in every civilized assembly to its 
presiding officer; and I trust my friends will net do 
anything to mar the appropriate harmony of, the 
occasion. Let us remember that it is the lot of 
humanity to err, and that itis the glory of a mag- 
nanimous natare to forgive and to forget. I have 
been engaged in the fiercest end most bitter con- 
flicts that have occurred upon most of the discus- 
sions of the day; and yet | can lay my hand upon 
my heart, and, as I am about to retire, declare, 
in the utmost sincerity, that I have at this moment 
not a single unkind feeling towards any one with 
whom it has been my pleasure to be thrown to- 
gether in all the associations of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress bas done enough to 
engender bitter and hostile feelings amongst mem- 
bers upon this floor; and it has also done enough 
to sow the seeds of discord, wide and deep, through- 
out the Confederacy. And now that we are about 
to close our labors, let us not, in our expiring mo- 
ments, show that (like the savage) we can harbor 
vengeance and malignity even in the dying hour. 
Let us seize upon this cccasion (which ha: always 
been considered fit and proper) to mingle together 
in harmony, and exhibit all the nobler attributes of 
magnanimity and generosity. 

Sir, we are about to part, and many of us forever. 
In God’s name, let us part in peace; and may every 
unkind recollection of the pest be absorbed in one 
common teeling—and that, a burning, devoted altach- 
ment te our common country, her honor, and her glory. 
I am ready ‘o vote with cheerfulness for the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. WELLER said he had no expectation, in 
bringing forward this resolution, that it would have 
provoked a discussion; although, if he had reflected 
upon the character of some in this House, he 
might have anticipated that it would meet with op- 
position from certain quarters. 

This was an act of courtesy (continued Mr. W.) 
which had always been extended tothe presiding 
officer of this House at the close of every Congress. 
He believed there was not a single instance in the 
history of this American Congress, where a similar 
resolution had not been presented and passed upon 
by a majority of this House. Mr, W. did not 
undertake to say that the presiding officer of this 
House had always acted, as presiding officer, in 
conformity with his (Mr. W.’s) views; er that, in 
the appointment of the committees of this House, 
or in the decisions of questions of order, the Speaker 
had pursued such a course, and given such decis- 
ions, as he should have given; but he undertook to 
say that the Speaker bad discharged his duty as 
faithfully as was possible for a man operated upon 
by the samé feelings and influences that operated 
upon them all. They were ali fallible; the Speak- 
er was a patty man, and he (Mr. W.) was a party 
man—an ultra party man. Mr. W. would oppose 
the Speaker and the moejority of this House upon 
any of the questions involving those great princi- 
ples on which he stood before the country, as warm- 
ly and ardently asthe gentleman from Pensylva- 
nia [Mr. Brown) would; but he was not willing to 
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carry his opposition so far as that it should degen- 
erate into malignity. He was not willing to stand 
before this House, and exhibita personal malignity. 

Mr. BROWN asked an opportenity to explain, - 

The SPEAKER pro tem. [Mr. Briaas] called the 
House (which was at this moment in great confus- 
sion) to order, and requested gentiewen to resnme 
their seats and preserve order. It was impossible 
to proceed with decorum, unless this was done. 

Mr. BROWN (Mr. We ter yielding the floor) 
said he had expressly stated ‘that be had not an 
unkind feeling towards the Speaker, and he bad 
said so in truth; and ‘no gentleman on this floor 
had aright to suppose, or to say, that he had any 
other than kind feelings. But he voted for his 
constituents; and he could not, in justice to them, 
vote that the conduci of the Speaker had been im- 
partial, when he believed the contrary. 

Mr. WELLER resumed. He bad understood 
the gen'leman from Pennsylvania to say that he 
had not had that place upen the committees ef this 
House that his merits would entitle him to. The 
gentleman had certainly assigned that as one of the 
reasons which would influence his vote. 

Mr. W. had no wish to prolong this discussion. 
He hope }—about to separate as they were, many of 
them never to meet again—that they would sepa- 
rate with the kindest feclings towards each other. 
He had submited this resolution upon his own 
responsibility—though as violently opposed to 
the Speaker of this House upon political principles 
as any man within the sound of his voice—as an 
act of courtesy, of generosity, of magnanimity, 
which no Congress had ever refused. He was 
willing, for his part, to take the responsibility of 
that act here and before the country. Let gentle- 
men who desired go against it; be should record 
his vote upon the journal in favor it. 

Mr. BURKE (across) was understood to say he 
shou!d vote against it. 

Mr. WELLER. The gentleman might go 
against itifhe chose. Mr. W. did not pretend to 
dictate to any man as to his vote. 

It was for this House (Mr, W. continued) to de- 
cide whether, in this case, they would refuse to ex- 
tend this act of courtesy to the Speaker of this 
House, ata period when they were about to sep- 
arate, never again to meet in this hall; amd he 
hoped and trusted thatthe spirit of magnanimity 
and generosity which should characierize every 
true Democrat would be found to actuate every 
man with whom he associated here. 


Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor; but yielded 
it, for purposes of explanation, at the request of— 

Mr. WISE, who said he had not one word to 
say—and for many reasons—upon the resolution 
proposed to the House at this time; and he certain- 
ly should not have taken the floor, but for some re- 
marks which had been made by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens,] in which, although 
the gentleman had disclaimed intending any per- 
sonal reproach to him (Mr. W.) or to any other 
gentlemen, yet (Mr. W. was understood to say) he 
had seemed to disapprove of the precedent. But 
the gentleman had undertaken to say that that was 
a precedent unworthy of example; and had under- 
taken to say, further, that it had sprung froma 
spirit of malignity. 

Mr. PICKENS said he had stated that he had 
thought at that time that it was unkind and undig- 
nified. 

Mr. WISE was understood to say that the oppo- 
sition to that resolution had not sprung from him. 
Opposition to such a resolution never could origin- 
ate with him. Bat when it had been presented to 
him at that time, the judgment which many formed 
was, that either that resolution was a compliment 
of substance, or of mere form. If it wasa compli- 
ment of mere form—“yours truly,” or “your obe- 
dient servant,” or ‘‘dear sir,” to a letter—why, then 
it was worse than a poor compliment: it was 
“damning a man with faint praise.” Bat if it was 
meant to be a serious judgment, (he spoke of the 
past,) if it was intended to declare as trath the abil 
ity, impartiality, and dignity of the Speaker, they 
were bound to sit in judgment, and to render a ver- 
dict; and nota verdict of mere form, but upon their 
opinions, under their oaths, a verdiet upon the con- 
duct, upon the administiation of the Speaker, of 
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truth or of untruth, of justice or of injustice; and it 
had nothing to do with the question of generosity. 
He cared not how generous a man might be. 
Though his generosity might be unbounded, no 
man had a right to vole what he did not think to 
be true. No man had aright to render a judgment 
for mere form, which judgment he did not really 
entertain. ‘This was the principle which had gov- 
erned that precedent; and it had been regarced as 
the only mode either of rewarding a faithfal, im- 
partial, dignified Speaker, or of punishing one who 
possesied not those qualities. 

In reply to some remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Wervea,) Mr. Wise had only to say 
that it would be the meanest malignity for any 
gentleman to refuse a vote of thanks to a Speaker 
who, all believed, had tried honestly and ccnscien- 
tiously to discharge hi» duties—to jastily a voie of 
this kind merely on party grounds. He could not 
vote either upon one side or the other, although he 
had always been a party man, like the gentieman 
from Ohio. He could not vole as a partisan, or act 
asa pariisan, were he Speaker; for that partisan 
spirit which actuated them in the heat of debate, 
and in their usual business here, ought entirely to 
be excluded from the human bosem when an in- 
dividual took that chair. 

Mr W. remarked, in conclusion, that he had 
merely risen to vindicate those who, ona former 
occasion, bad voted against a similar resolation, 
which had been alluded to. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that he should 
nothave said one word but for what had fallen 
from his particular friend and colleague, (Mr. 
Braown,} who had first addressed the House. 
Should he act as a private individual, aciuated 
only by feelings and griefs of a personal nature, 
he might perhaps as bitterly and as heartily vote 
against this resolution of thanks as any other mem- 
ber of the House. When he first came here, 
thirty years ago, he had been placed apon the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and he confessed he felt 
not a little repugnance to find himself thrust down 
by the present Speaker to the tail of that commit- 
tee. And when he had attempted his maiden 
speech on the floor of the present Congress, the 
House would recollect how repeatedly and in how 
overbearing a manner he had been called to order 
by the Chair for irrelevancy; so often, indeed, that 
had he not been rather a cool old gentleman, he 
should have been quite overcome by it. But Mr. 
I. entirely agreed with his dolleazue (Mr. Brown] 
that he had here no right to vote as an individual; 
he acted here as the representative of one hundred 
thousand men, women, and children, and as 
a member of the great American family. And 
as to the charge upon the Speaker of having acted 
as a party man, did they not all belong to political 
parties of some description? And did not his col- 
league know that he was in a minority here? And 
were they bound to expect from the presiding offi- 
cer—from any presiding officer—under such cir- 
cumstances, anything different from what they had 
received? Mr. I. had been in that hall when one 
of the most brilliant, powerful, and eloquent men 
that this or any other country had ever produced 
presided in that chair; and he had witnessed, at that 
time, as at all other times had happened, both be- 
fore and since, the selection of committees made 
in part on political and party grounds. This was 
to be looked for; and, unless the Speaker acted on 
feelings of odious, open, and despicable pattiality 
in distributing the appointments of the House, the 
members of the House were bound to vote in the 
belief that he had done no more than to act in con- 
formity to those free Democratic principles in 
which they all lived, moved, and had their polit- 
ical being as American citizens. Mr. I. was free 
to confess that, during the first session he had been 
here, he had for a time felt sore, and felt annoyed 
by the course of the Chair in regard to him, and 
considered himself as not without some reason to 
complain, (though he never complained unless the 
case was very hard indeed, for it never did any 
good, or procured a man any respect;) bat, during 
the last two sessions, he thought the course of the 
Speaker had well entitled him to a vote of thanks 
like that now proposed, and he should vote it most 
cheerfully. 
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He would add that, in bis judgment, we owed 
something, we owed much, to the country; we 
owed something, we owed much, to our own free 
institations; we owed something, too, and very 
much, to history. He was not at liberty, because 
be, as an individual, might suppose the composi- 
tion of the committees of the House to be im- 
proper or inexpedient, to refuse, on that account, 
his vote of thanks to a presiding officer who had, 
in the general, done his best to preserve impar- 
tiality in administering the duties of the Chair; 
and such he did, in hixconscience, believe had 
been the aim and endeagps of the present Speaker. 
He had thought, during the last six weeks, that the 
Speaker had been to blame for many things. For 
example, Mr. I. had hardly been able to step into 
the lobby, or even ‘o move into verious parts of 
the House itself, without being interrupted by 
“lobby members” and other persons. This he 
presumed to be, at least in part, the fault of the 
Speaker. But it was a part of their legislation 
which every gentleman owed to every otber gen- 
tleman, to say for him, if it could with truth be 
said, that he had discharged his public duty in an 
impartial, fair, and dignified manner. And Mr. I. 
would here say, that he felt entirely free to ac- 
knowledge that, bad he been placed in that chair, 
he doubted greatly whether he should have be- 
havéd as well, upon the whole, as this Speaker 
had done. Mr. I. again observed, that he agreed 
with his colleague [Mr. Brown] that it was their 
duty, on occasions like these, to act and vote, not 
for th mselves personally, but for their constitu- 
ents—for their country—for history, and not for 
party inany form. Let him ask the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wase,] and all others, what 
had been the consequence of the withholding, by 
this House, of a vote of thanks from Mr. Speaker 
Polk? It had made him Governor of one of the 
most respectable States of this Union. [A voice: 
**Not at all—not in the least.”] He could tell that 
gentleman that he was mistaken; it had operated 
greatly in producing that very result. 


Mr. TURNEY here interposed, and remarked 
that the House had not, in point of fact, withheld 
its vote of thanks from Mr. Speaker Polk; neither 
had the attempt to doso had any the least influ- 
ence en the gubernatorial election in Tennessee. 

Mr. INGERSOLL resumed. As to that, he had 
not the honor of Leing a citizen of that State, and 
was not, therefore, as well entitled to speak as 
the gentleman might be. But he had been about 
to ask what were the feelings of the people in cases 
of this kind? Did they sympathize with the per- 
sonal resentments of members here? Members 
themselves were, while within these walls, in the 
very focus of most powerful passions; they hated 
one and loved another, and were often brim full of 
wrath and resentment; but the moment they stepped 
without those doors, they got out of the charmed 
circle in which they had thus been spell-bound, 
and found that they were in a very different re- 
gion. The people were always disposed to be 
generous and forgiving, and they looked with but 
little approbation on the cherishing of an opposite 
spirit by gentlemen leaving these halls. For him- 
self, he must in candor say, that while he had 
voted against most of those political measures 
which Mr. Speaker White appreved, asd would 
have preferred that they should not succeed, he 
could not find it in bis conscience or in his breast, 
and as a duty he owed to patriotism and to the 
country, to withhold his vote of thanks on such an 
occasion; and though the yeas and nays should be 
ordered, he must continue to act under this con- 
viction, and recerd his name in favor of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania said that he did 
not know that the refusal of his colleague, [Mr. C. 
Brown,] who had first addressed the House, to 
vote in favor of the pending resolution, would de- 
tract anything from the honor which the Speaker 
might receive from its adoption. He was, indeed, 
rather inclined to believe that his colleague’s vote 
in its favor would have been understood as casting 
some degree of suspicion on the Spe aker’s integri- 
ty; and he suspected very much that that officer 
would rather rejoice that he was without the vote 


of a man who would refuse to vote a resolution 


of common courtesy. Mr. C. said he hea «, 
risen with any purpose of entering into a 8 
with his colleague. What people wa; j: that 
represented on this floor? The citizens of A 
delphia, or a portion of them. And had his 
stituency been treated unjustly or slightingly b the 
Speaker in his appointment of the standin 7 
mittees of that House? Let gentlemen look at 
facts, and then the gentleman would find that bj 
vociferous accusations would not go very fas 
against recorded history. The Commitiee of War, 
and Means had a member from Philadelphia sla 
upon it; the Commitiee on Commerce had ap 
member from Philadelphia; the Committee ON the 
Judiciary had another gentleman from Philade) 
phia, and, at the first session of this Congress, had 
had two; and yet the gentleman could get up here 
and avail himself of a moment like this to obtrydg 
his private griefs, and pour out on that Honge the 
bitterness of his gall. Mr. C. was informed that 
his colleague had at one time been appoinied a 
member of the Committee on Commerce, but had 
never once met the committee. 

[Mr. Brown. At the extra session—jt met by 
once. | 


Thus it appeared, not only that three of the mos 
weighty and important committees of the Hose 
bad each a member from the city of Philadelphia 
but his colleague himself was placed by the Speaker 
on the Committee of Private Land Claims, Thj 
however, it seemed, was, in his estimation, a sia. 
tion quite below his merits; he had been mog 
unjustly and injuriously slighted, and so had bis 
constituents in his perzon, because the Speaker had 
not placed him at the head of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, or of the Committee on Com. 
merce. And now, at the closing moment of the 
session, he was found moved by private griefs, 
and what Mr. C. (to use no harsher epithet) would 
calla vain ambition, to pursue a course which Mr, 
C. would venture to predict was likely to prove 
less an injury than a relief to him against whom 
it was aimed. Mr. C. would appeal to the num. 
ber of times his colleague had occupied the floor 
during this Congress. What one member, even 
on the most impcriant committees of the House, 
had oftener consumed its time? The gentleman 
might probably have thrown great light upon its 
deliberations; or, if he had thrown none at all, 
(which might be the opinion of some,) Mr. C. at 
any rate remembered to have read in the history 
of Rome that the gabbling of a goose once saved 
the capitol. (Laughter.] His colleague, it ap- 
peared, was disposed to complain that be had been 
placed upon what he esteemed too mean a commit- 
tee for a person of his distinction—the Committee 
on Private Land Claims; though at the head of 
that commiltiee was a gentleman from Louisiana, 
{Mr. Moorg,] to act with whom would be no dis 
honor to ene of far higher claims than his col- 
league couldgpretend to. 

Mr. BRO » who had several times attempted 
to interpose, bere obtained the floor for explana 
tion, and said that the whole of his colleague's 
remarks were based upon what was nota fact. 
Mr. B. was not on thatcommittee. Let the gen- 
tleman confine himself to matter of fact, and not 
proceed upon mere fiction. 

Mr. COOPER, resuming, said he would very 
soon explain how the matier of fact stood. His 
colleague had been placed upon that committee by 
the Speaker, and his name had stood as a membet 
of it for eight months, during all which time Mr. 
C. doubted if he bad once been present at any meet 
ing of the committee—certainly not half a dozen 
times. [A voice: “Not once.”] And because the 
business of the committee had accumulated through 
bis inattention, his name had been put off from 
the roll of its members. 

The CHAIR here called to order. 

Aftersome desultory remarks on the question of 
order— 

Mr. COOPER resumed, and said that he hoped, 
when an attack like this, and at such an hour, Wa 
made upon the presiding officer of that House, he, 
(Mr. C., ) who felt his State disgraced by the co0- 
duct of his colleague, might be permitted to stale 
what were the facts in reference to that gentlemal, 
as well as his colleague to state his allegations ™ 
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4 to the Speaker. Mr. C. repeated the asser- 
that this colleague of his, though a member 
My ommittee of much importance, and on whore 

. , vast amount of business was thrown, had 
; tended the committee half a dozen times in 













ta 

| pths, and that therefore—— 

_ we Mr. C- was again called to order; when, 
the deal of confusion, he said that he had 
his MM, gesire to violate the order of the House, or to 





vei out of order; nor did he esteem it to be cut 
to state what was a fact—that his col- 
had been removed from the committee for 
and inefficiency. 

the MEN Here the confusion was greatly increased. 

del. ME yr. PAYNE called the gentleman from Penn- 
had iyania to order; and the point which he wished 
rere My make was this: Was it in order for a member to 



















Ude Milieeak of another as having, by his conduct, dis- 
the ned his State? 

hat a Mr. C- BROWN hoped the gentleman from 
da sbama would not press his point of order. His 


had Miislieague was a disgrace to the House, and nothing 
could say could disgrace him below what he 


b C 

’ Mr. COOPER said that, as he considered the 
Lost ect not worth the controversy, he would resign 
Lise foor, and resume his seat; which he did. 
iia, Mr. CUSHING said he took the floor in the hope 
ker Miata motion he proposed to make, before he re- 
bis, Mambomed his seat, might have the effect of putting an 


sia. Mlpd to this most unseasonable and very painful de- 
Ost y. He was himself ready to vote this resolu- 
bis HimRion; he should do so, viewing it as an act of cour- 
had Milihery due to the Speaker of the House. They were 
: of Mow approaching the end of a most agitated Con- 
om: Mamress—a Congress involving the greatest amount of 
the sense political passion of any which had existed 
efs, Mims tbe entire history of our Government; and he 
wuld MiMeeply regretted that in this, the closing hour, 


Mr. Mimwhen they were about to bid each other adieu—it 
ove Mimnight be forever—instead of parting as friends, as 
10m low legislators, as fellow-citizens of the republic, 
um- Mian, he might say, as gentlemen—they were indul- 


loor ng in these, the expiring moments of their politi- 
ven Mime existence, in a bitter and exasperated personal 
use, cepale. 
nad If there was any man on that floor who bad 
1 ils Bieanse to feel that, in the personal and party con- 
all, Mimwsis which had marked the history of this body, 
at Mining both its present and its past session, injas- 
tory MilMtice had been done to him, Mr. C. was that man. 
ved MBHe felt it; he knew it; but he was ready to sacrifice 
ap. lrecollection of persomal umbrage at the altar of 
eh Mie common good, and of an affectionate desire for 
mit Hiihe peace and honor of that House. It might be 
(ee HiMihat he was about to leave that floor but toenter on 
1 of His still more agita'ed theatre—to go back to the peo- 
na, Hple again upon questions which agitated the coun- 
diss Hiitry as much as they did that House, if not more. 
cols MMMBut he desired tu leave that hall with feelings of 
be kindest regard to every member, “@ above all, 
ted MiMowards him who had oecapied that chair. That 
ina Bebari'y might be extended to himself, he desired 
ue’s HiMirst to show charity towards others. He fully re- 


fact. MiMalized for himself, and he called upon the House 
gen Mimo realize and to consider, under what unspeakable 
not Miembarrassments, both political and personal, from 

be division and subdivision of parties, the duties 
very Hiof the Chair had been performed; and, in view of 
His HiMttis, if be, or if other gentlemen, should fee! that, 
oy m this or on that occasion, their pride of place 
) 


ight not have been gratified by the Chair, he ap- 

Mr. Mipealed to them, he appraled to himself, to east from 

jee BaBthem all such recollections, with all unkind feelings 

ath Mvbich might be called up by them—so that they 

be MiB might, in parting, press hand to hand, with nothing 

ugh MiB bat emotions of mutual regard and good-will. 

roma Under views like these, he should close the few 
Words he had ventured to present, by moving the 
Previous question. , 

a of - by ayes 69, noes 58, the demand was sec- 
onded, . 


ped, And the main question (i. e., on the adoption of 
was Hike resolution) was ordered to be taken. 
he, HP Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky asked the yeas 


cob- Mifand nays; which were ordered. 
ale Mr. WISE moved to be excused from voting on 
- ibis oceasion; and he did so, in part, that he might 


obiain the opportunity of occzying a moment in 
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vindicating him:elf from a charge which bad cone 
the rounds of the coun'ry, and which he availed 
himself of the present opportunity to repel, once 
and forever. He entertained the most kindly feel- 
ings towards the Spcaker of that House—a gentle- 
man who had, on all occasions, treated Mr. W. 
with the utmost urbanity, courtesy, and deference, 
and with whom he had received and recipr_cated 
the personal courtesies of life; and he now declared 
here, before God and his country, that the reasons 
which induced him to ask to be excused from vo- 
ting on the present resolution, were not reasons of 
a personal nature. A slander had gone abroad, 
which represerted Mr. W.’s course bere to have 
sprung from a sense of cisappointment in not hav- 
ing been able to reach the high station which bad 
been occupied by the Speaker cf that House-—a 
station to which there was none un‘er this Govern- 
ment he should prefer. He weuld not affect to 
say that be never had desired it: it was a station 
fit to be the summit of ambition to any man whose 
bosom was the seat of just and laudable aspira- 
tions. But he did here solemnly declare, and with 
as positive certainty as the infirmity of our nature 
enabled any man to speak of the motives of his own 
heart, that in no one act of his public life had he 
been actuated towards that gentleman by any sense 
of personal or political disappointment. The con- 
trary, whether whispered secretly by the insidious 
tongue of slanderous malignily, or openly bruited 
through the columns of a corrupt and vena! press, 
he here pronounced to be a feisehood. He left this 
declaration to be remembered—yes, to be remem- 
bered; and he was perfecily serious in his request 
to be excused from voting. 

The question being pu', the request of Mr. Wise 
was not complied with. 

This question was then taken, and the vote re- 
sulted as follows: yeas 141, nays 17. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House take 
up the treasury note bill, for the purpose ot acting 
upon ar amendment from the Senate, on which a 
Committee of Conference had made a report. 

Mr. MERIWETHER called for the reading of 
the report. 

[Messages were received from the Senate and 
the President. ] 

Mr. MERIWETHER rose to make an inquiry. 
He wished to know whether the report of the Com- 
miitee of Conference provided that bonds should 
be issued, in lieuof treasury notes, aud redeema- 
bie in ten years. 

The Clerk read the report of the Conference 
Committee; but it was not intelligibly heard, above 
the noise which universally prevailed. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the report 
on the table. This motion was rejected. 

The previous question Was then sustained. 

Mr. J. C. INGERSOLL asked for the yeas and 
nays on concurring with the Conference Commit- 
tee in their report. They were ordered. 

The report of the Commiitee of Conference was 
concurred in—yeas 99, nays 73, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Bronson, 
Jeremiah Brown, Calhoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Cary, Childs, 
Obinenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Everett, 
Ferris, Fillmore, Thomas F, Foster, Gamble, Gates, Granger, 
Green, Hall, Halsted, Houck, Howard, Hudson, William W. 
Irwin, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. 
Kennedy, King, Linn, Robert Mcvletlan, McKennan, Thomas 
F. Marshall, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Pope, Poweil, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alex. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alex. H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, E. D, White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, and John Young—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, A. V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, P. C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, 
Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dean, Doig, 
John G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, 
Graham, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkivs, Houston, 
Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
McKeon, J. T. Mason, Mathiot, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, 
Moore, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Plumer, Rayner, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sewell, Shaw, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tripl+tt, Trotti, Turney, 
Weller, Westbrook, and Whristopher H. Williams—73, 
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A pile of enrolled bills were signed by the 
Speaker. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House act up- 
on the report of the Conference Comiitiee on 


THE CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRI- 
ATION BILL. 

The report was read. It recommends: 

Ist. That the House recede from its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the Senate, increasing 
the pay of the printers to the present Congress to 
the rates allowed by the joint resolution of 1819. 

2d. That the Senate recede trom its amendment, 
increasing the pay of T. Allen, and of Blair & 
Rives, for prinung the Compendium of the Sixth 
Census. But the committee also recommends the 
aJoption of a clause, providing that nothing con- 
tained in this bill shall operate as a bar to the 
claims of Allen and Blair & Rives, hereafter, for 
(he full amount of compensation for executing the 
printing of the Compendium. 

3d, That the House recede from its disagreement 
to the Senate’s amendment, by which the appro- 
priation for the salaries of the Recorder and Solicit- 
or of the Genera! Land Office is retained. 

4ih. That the House and Senate reeede from the 
several amounts named by them as the salaries of 
trave'ling agents of the Post Office Department; 
and that the sum of $1,250 be fixed as the annual 
pay of thore officers. 

Mr. FILLMORE explained the report, and 
hoped it would be adopied. He moved the pre- 
vious guestion; which was sustained. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

A division of the question was called. 

The question was therefore taken on the first ree- 
ommendation of the Committee of Conference, 
(the effect of which is to increase the pay of the 
printers 9 Congress to the prices of 1819.) 

This recommendation of the committee was 
agreed to—yeas 80, nays 78. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to lay the motion for reeon- 
sideration on the iable; which motion was carried— 
yeas 93, nays 68. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS asked leave to offer a 
resolution suspending the joint rule in relation to 
the military district bill. 

And Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made a similar mo- 
tion as to the joint resolution in relation to weights 
and measures. 

Objection being made, the rules were suspended, 
and the resolution (ander the operation of the pre- 
vious question) was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, certain maps of 
the Northeastern boundary were ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. GRAHAM asked the House to take up the 
bill in relation to the preservation of live-oak 
timber. 

Mr. G. moved that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union be discharged from the 
consideration of :aid bill; which motion was 
agreed to. 

And the bill was read a third time and passed. 

The rule was suspended to enable the bill to be 
sent to the Senate. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, remarking that 
during his service as a member of this House he 
had not asked a favor in behalf of himself and 
his constituents, and making an urgent appeal in 
behalf of the parties concerned, asked leave to 
offer a resolution providing that the messengers 
and attendants of the House shold be paid the 
same compensation as those of the Senate, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the motion 
on the table. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and being taken, result- 
ed in yeas 70, nays 77. 

So the rules were not suspended, 
APPROPRIATIONS, ORDINARY AND EX- 

TRAORDINARY. 


Mr. BEESON offered the fo!lowing resulution; on 


< 














a suspension of the rules: negatived. 


Whereas by « resolution adopted on the 23d ult., the House 
directed the Secretary of the Treasury, among other things, to 
report the amount of the appropriationa for each year, from 
the 4th of March, 1829, to the 4th of March, 1843, exclusive of 
public debt and trust foods; 

And whereas it is necessary to a fair and full understanding 
of the financial economy of the several administrations inter- 
vening, that a thorough discrimination should be made between 
expenditures, ordinary and extraordinary, of that eventful 
period; and also between appropriations made of unborrowed 
and borrowed moneys: therefore, 

Resolved, Txat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to thie House a statement showing the amount of the ap- 
propriations for each year, from the 4th of March, 1829, to the 
4th of March, 1843, discriminaung between appropriations or- 
dinary—such as those for the support of the civil administra- 
tloa.army anc navy, personel and materiel, on the peace estab- 
lishment—and extraordinary, such as oot only public debt and 
truet funds, but aleo such as those made on account of the Flor- 
ida war; purchases of Indian lands; removal of Indians; pay- 


ment for property taken for public use, and mjuries committed 
during hosti!iies; donations to objects in the District of Colum- 
bia; eurvey of the coast; claims of States for war debts; taking 
the census; duties refunded; materials fur increase of the navy; 
durable public buildings, roads, bridges, canals, breakwaters; 
improvements in rivers and harbors; fortifications, pensions, 
gratuities; exploring expedition, &c; distinguishing, also, be- 


tween appropriations made from unborrowed, and those from 
borrowed moneys; and that said report be appended to, and 
published with, the repurt directed by the House, on the 23d 
ult,, to be made on the subject of public expenditures, 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, mace an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Amos Wade, praying for remission 
of duties. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to take up the 
bill No. 25, for the relief of Mrs. Nourse. 

Mr. STEENROD moved to take up the bill No. 
32, fixing the compensation of pension agents. 

Mr. SMITH moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of bill No. 25; and 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of bill No. 32. 

All these motions were pronounced out of order. 

{During this, time, and, indeed, the whole of the 
evening session, there was a greatdeal of noise and 
confusion; numbers of members trying to obtain 
the floor, and offering motions which were either 
out of order, or not heard by the Chair.] 


GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 


Mr. GWIN moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of 
taking up the bill to refund the fine of General 
Jackson. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Great confusion ensued; but ultimately the yeas 
and nays were taken, and they resulted as follows: 
yeas 77, nays 83. 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the usual resolution 
for the appointment of a committee to wait upon 
the President, and inform him that, if he had no 
further communication to make, the two Houses 
of Congress were ready to adjourn. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL wished, first, to call up 
a motion for the printing cf 5,000 extra copies of 
the reports of the two committees on the two bun- 
dred million national stock projet. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO also moved that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole bé discharged from some bill 
in relation to the Patent Office; but its precise ob- 
ject was not heard. 

After some other irregular proceedings, Mr. 
Cusnina’s resolution was adopted. 

Mr. PROFFIT offered a resolution to pay extra 
compensation to the clerks and messengers of the 
House; but, as it was objected to, it was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY was understood to move 
a modification of Mr. J. R. IsGerso.u’s motion, 
so as to fix 3,000 as the extra number of copies of 
the reports to be printed. 

Mr. BEESON offered an amendment; but, as 
the previous question had been moved on Mr. J. 
R. Incersoty’s motion, it was not in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the mo- 
tion on the table; and it was carried. 

Various motions were made; but they were ob- 
jected to, and were not acted upon. 

Mr. ADAMS offered a resolution which was un- 
derstood to be declaratory of some general princi- 
ples in relation to the capture at Monterey. 





which, after being read for information, ke moved 






CONGRESSIONAL. GLORBB. 


As objections were made, be moved a suspension 
of the rules. ~* 

Mr. MALLORY called for the yeas and nays; 
and, being ordered, they resulted as follows—yeas 
74, nays 83. 

Mr. BEESON woved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to enabie him to get in bis resolu- 
tion, The motion was rejected. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL offered a resolution, di- 
recting the Clerk to pay the several pages, mes- 
sengers, &c., of the House, $100 each im addition 
to their regular compensation. 

Mr. SMITH of Ving objected to the recep- 
tion of the resolution, 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of 
the rules, in order to eet the resgiption in. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked for the yeas and 
nay:; which were ordered: thereupon, the resolution 
was wiihdrawn. 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON asked if the hour of 12 
had pot arrived? and wished to know if a mo- 
tion to adjourn was not in order. 

The CHAIR requested the gentleman to sus- 
pend his motion a moment. 

Mr. LEVY attempted to have passed a resolu- 
tion, calling on the Secretary of the Navy for in- 
formation in relation to the construction of a ma- 
rine hospital at Key West, in Florida. 

The SPEAKER said the hour of 12 had arrived, 
and no new business could be introduced. 

Mr. T. F MARSHALL roseand said he moved 
that there be printed, for the use of the House, 
20,000 extra copies of the report of the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. W. C. Jonnson,} 10 relation 
to the $200 000,000 scheme for advancing the 
credit of the country. 

{Many members: ‘The motion is not in order.”’] 

Mr. MARSHALL said he wou!d withdraw the 
motion so soon as he had spoken. 

After some conversation between the SPEAKER 
and Mr. MARSHALL, the latter withdrew his 
moticn. 

While the House was waiting for action on the 
part of the Senate, conversation occurred at inter- 
vals on various subjects of no interest, on the part 
of several members, interspersed with sundry 

auses. At last, 

Mr. PICKENS observed that he had repeatedly 
known the House to adjourn without hearing from 
the Senate, which had business apart from its con- 
nexion with the House of Representatives. ‘The 
Senate was now in executive session, and there 
was no reason why the House should wait for it. 

The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentleman 
proposed to send a separate message io the Presi- 
dent from this House? 

Mr. PICKENS said he did. 

{Here there was another pause. } 

Mr PICKENS moved that a committee wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform him 
that he House of Representatives, having transact- 
ed all the business before it, was ready to adjourn, 
provided he had no further communication to make 
to them: carried, and Messrs. Pickens, Wise, 
and Josern R. INGERSOLL, were appointed the 
committee. 

After a few moments— 

Mr. PICKENS, from the abovementioned com- 
mitiee, returned, and reported that they had per- 
formed the duty assigned them, and had received 
for answer that the President bad no further com- 
munication to make to this branch of Congress; 
and he wished them a happy return to their homes, 
and the enjoyment of the society of their families. 

Mr. PICKENS then moved that the House ad- 
journ sine die; which being carried. 

The SPEAKER addressed the House as fol- 
lows: 

GentLemen: Before I declare, for the last time, 
your adjournment, allow me to tender to each and 
every one of you my grateful thanks for the atten- 
tion and respect I have invariably received as your 
presiding officer; and especially for the flattering 
expression of favorable opinion contained in the 
resolution ordered to be entered on your journal 
this night. Yet I cannot but feel that I am more 
indebted to the kindness of this House, than its jus- 
tice, in the adoption of this resolation. 

I trust, however, I shall ever cherish all those 


THE END, 


emotions of gratitude and affection whi 
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an instance of your generosily ought - aa 


Whilst the censure of this body cannot be cont 


ered a trivial punishment, its praise can neve 












esteemed an ordinary compliment, Next i g7TH 
salisfaction arising from @ consciousness of — 
ing discharged my daly, is the approbation of g 
who have been constant witnesses of off 
condect. It was with diffidence and hesi: ae O- TH 
knowing well the high but just responsjbjj; R 
this station, that I persuaded myself to engage; Maa 2 Om?” 
the discharge of its delicate and arduous dn; ment ¢ 
Nothing but the bope that I should receive the poses, 
dial support of the liberal of a'l sides in this B 
could have induced me to undeitake so difficul 
task. ; ‘ aa 
I take pleasure ia stating that my most sap nove 
expectations of candor and favor have been mo a4 
than realized. Amidstal! the excitement growing on requires 
of animated debates upon the great interests of j of the ] 
country, which have so often and so deeply ig be afier 
pressed all our minds, and enlisted the war, pablish 
feelings ofthe heart, 1 have experienced a nif; ring the 
politeness from every quarter of this House, Whe offices | 
in the trial of opinion upon questions of impor asiatem 
ance and «difficulty, this pa has been a creased 


divided, and my vote has been demanded a Clerk 0 


rules, 1 have invariably found, in that half of g none 
members from whose judgment I have differed a 
disposition to allow me the same freedom of delib. 
eration and independence of thought which th 
asserted for themselves. Selene 
The position I bave occupied since my elevation _ 
to this Chair has made it my duty to scan close) en 
the progress of business in this House; and ] ow Amer 
it to truth and justice to declare, without reference ing 
to rarty, that I have witnessed an indosiry, a HR! 
triotism, and independence, a series of information ; 
and eloquence, that would have done honor to ap i 


deliberative assembly in any age or country. and 

























































































































































































































































Well am I convinced, in despite of the recent ef. For © 
forts that have been made, in various quartets, b Sena 
misrepresentation and traduction, to weaken ihe of F 
public respect and confidence in the immedi from 
Representatives of the people, that the scrutiny ¢ ~ 1 
time will prove this House to be the sanctuary , 08 
ibe Constitution—the citadel of civil liberty—ibel po a 
palladium of this republic. It is here—it is he othe 
in this grand inquest of the nation—here, if apy- pens 
where, that resistance will be made to the silent IE For st 
arts of corruption, or to the daring encroachments othe 
of power: and if the Constitution, the sacred char pens 
ter of American freedom, be destined to perish'by tives 
the ruthless hand of the demagogue or the usnrper, mm For c 
(which God avert!) here, upon this floor, it wil and 
breathe ils last agonies—ils dying gasp. mes 

In the course of our deliberations, in a moment 
of commotion and excitement, I am sensible | = 
may, at times, have wounded the feelings of mem- p, 
bers. I have never arrested the progress of bus For 
ness, to w into explanations. My position ia bre, 
this chair Mfade it impossible for me to do so, WikTR po, ¢ 
out endangering the order and dignity of thi the 
House. Besides, the moment of irritation is no D 
the most propitious time for satisfactory explame f 
tions. I have chosen, at the hazard ef injustice Sts 
my motives, to leave my justification to the cala pe 
and sober reflection of members. On my part,| 
have no wrongs to complain of from any indivié: re 
ual upon this floor. If any have been intended « pet 
done, they have long since been forgiven and fo din 
gotten. I thank my God I have no memory for ik lan 
juries. For 
- We are now about to part—many, very maby‘ de 
us, never to meet again. Let us separate as no 
moral beings should separate—as friends, as broth 
ers. May the honor of this House, and the hond re 
of this nation, be the paramount ambition of Pas 
all. No matter what may be our fature des For | 
ny—whether in private or public life—let allt ™) 
ends we aim at be our counwy’s, God's, T. 
‘ Truth’s. BB For 

With cordial wishes for your health and bap? th 
ness, and fervent prayers for the peace, promeret Se 
and lasting liberty of our common country, ! P* a 
nousce this House adjourned withoutday. a 

The address was received with loud express 
of gratification. , of 

And the House, sine die, adjourned. For 
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